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CHRISTand POWER You might be tempted to think my formulation of the topic is
imprecise, even misleading. For the question immediately arises.
What power does Christ have in our world today? What was the
basis for his power back when Christianity began? Does his
power have anything in common with "the ruling powers"? Has
it anything to do with the power of the state or of money? Or
what about the fundamental principle of our scientific-technical
culture. which Francis Bacon expressed prophetically with the
formula, "Knowledge is power"? Is there any connection with
that well-known statement of the most successful revolutionary
statesman of our time, "Political power grows out of the barrel of
a gun," together with its corollary, "War can only be abolished
through war, and in order to get rid of the gun it is necessary to
take up the gun"?l

Is there a link here with Nietzsche's oft-quoted statement
about "the unconditioned will to power, to overpower, with the
intention of producing a ruling caste-the future lords of the
earth"?2 That statement is quite close to the first quotation, and
yet at the same time it calls our attention to the entirely different
statement of Nietzsche's friend Jacob Burckhardt: "Now power
is of its nature evil, whoever wields it. It is not stability but a
lust, and ipso facto insatiable, therefore unhappy in itseH and
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