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“Greenhouse” prepares NOBTS students
for making disciples in the 21st century

By Michael McCormack where we eat together, pray together
and study Scriptures together,” he

Southern Baptist seminaries aren’t said.

known for their greenhouses.

After all, “cultivating tender

plants or growing plants

out of season” isn’'t

usually included

among the core

purposes of

a theological

institution (see

Dictionary.com entry

Greenhouse meets from 6
to 8 p.m. with fellowship,
prayer and Bible study
commanding around
45 minutes each.
Members of
Greenhouse,
using The One
Year Bible, study
an excerpt from

for greenhouse). the Old and New
At New Orleans Testaments, a Psalm
Baptist Theological and a Proverb each

Seminary, though,
there’s another type
of greenhouse aimed
at cultivating the 21st
century church planter and mission-minded
Christian. “Greenhouse” is a small group
that meets weekly on the New Orleans
Seminary campus in resident-church-
planting-expert Jack Allen’s house.

“We're trying to give students who want
to develop their missionary calling, either
here in North America or overseas, a place
where they can develop their skills in a
safe environment,” said Allen, who serves
as assistant professor of church planting
at NOBTS. “That’s essentially what a
greenhouse is — a place where plants can
grow in a safe environment.”

Allen, who has directed the Nehemiah
Church Planting Project and the Day Center
for Church Planting in New Orleans since
2004, launched Greenhouse in the fall of

day. When the group
meets at Allen’s house,
each member comes
armed with questions
and thoughts provoked by the week’s
reading.

“Everyone comes prepared with what
they've been reading during the week,”
Allen explained. “From the most mature
biblical scholar to the brand new Christian,
they've all been reading the same stuff, so
there’s always something to talk about. The
Spirit really brings that out.”

Greenhouse highlights three main
disciplines that Allen says are keys to
success for the church planter: prayer, a
willingness to share the gospel with others
and the ability to begin and lead a small
group. Fellowship, prayer and small group
Bible study are learned in Greenhouse.
Then, members of the group are expected
to personally engage the New Orleans

2006. community and move toward starting a
“We meet as a group five times during the
semester following a basic Acts 2:42 model

small group of their own.

- please see GREENHOUSE, page 3

This Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Mardi Gras
No Chapel

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
CAMPUS YOUTH DAY

Dr. Allen Jackson
NOBTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7
WOMEN’'S DAY IN CHAPEL

Dr. Rhonda Kelley
NOBTS

Next Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Dr. Preston Nix
NOBTS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Dr. John Sullivan
Executive Treasurer-Director
Florida Baptist Convention

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Dr. Tony Merida
Dean of the Chapel

Spring Semester
Library Hours

@ Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
® Friday, 7:30 am. to 7:30 p.m.
® Saturday, 10 am. to 7 p.m.
® Sunday, closed.

Note: The Library will be closed on
Mardi Gras, Tuesday, Feb. 5.
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Blackboard Training

The ITC will be offering free Blackboard
training for students. Students will meet
in the ITC Computer Lab, HSC 290.

The training session will be in Lab E on
Thursday, Feb. 7, at 3 p.m. Instructors
will address topics such as Enrollment,
Discussion Board, Digital Dropbox and
more. No registration is required.

Children’s Ministry
Intern Sought

Oak Street Baptist Church in Soddy
Daisy, Tenn., a suburb of Chattanooga, is

looking for a Children’s Ministry Intern
position with housing available for an
individual.

online to www.oakstreetchurch.net. For
more information regarding the internship,
comcast.net.

Cell Phones for Soldiers
soldiers overseas connect with their loved
ones this Valentine’s Day through Cell

phones are
CELL PHONES taken out of
FOR SOLDIERS

year in America
alone. That is over 400,000 cell phones per
cell phones.

For each cell phone donated, an hour of
Cell Phones for Soldiers was founded by
teenagers Robbie and Brittany Bergquist
own money. Since then, the non-profit
organization has raised almost $1 million
400,000 prepaid calling cards to soldiers
serving overseas.
more than $9 million in the next five years
to fund new programs, such as providing
soldiers abroad to see their families on a
regular basis.
phones between now and Friday, Feb. 15, at
LifeSongs on the second floor of the William
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

For more information, visit www.

to serve for Summer 2008. This is a paid
For general church information, go
please email Pastor Joe Miller at BroJ]TM®@
LifeSongs is asking you to help our
Phones for Soldiers. Over 150 million cell
service each
day! Cell Phones for Soldiers recycles used
talk time is provided to soldiers abroad.
from Norwell, MA, with $21 of their
in donations and distributed more than
The Bergquist family hopes to raise
video phones with prepaid service to allow
You can drop off your old used cell
Carey Building on the campus of the New
lifesongs.com or call 504.816.8000.

New Suburban Baptist
Church Worship Service

Who? Pastor Jeffery Q. Friend and the
staff of Suburban Baptist Church would
like to invite all students to attend The Vine
Service every Sunday at 8 a.m.

What? The Vine Service is a worship
that has been designed with students at
the seminary in mind. It is the students
of NOBTS who preach and lead worship
but it is Jesus who is glorified. If you are a
preacher or worship leader and you have
no place to use your gift then this worship
service is for you.

Where? Suburban Baptist Church
located at 10501 Chef Highway.

Directions: Take a left when exiting the
seminary and proceed 5 miles down Chef
Highway. The church will be on the left
after you cross Reed Blvd.

For more information, please contact
Associate Pastor David Braden at brobraden
@gmail.com or Jason Lawson, children’s
pastor, at eagleeye4christ@yahoo.com.

BCM Intern

Mississippi Baptists are in need of a
full-time BCM intern at the Gulf Coast
Community College in Gautier. There is
BCM work on three of the four campuses.

Jackson County is a commuter campus
with approximately 1,500 students. There
are individual staff members directing the
work on each of three of the campuses.
Two campuses are directed by interns,
both being supervised by a full-time BCM
director based on one third of the Gulf
Coast campuses.

Applicants need to have a desire and a
calling to help reach, develop and mobilize
college students. Previous experience in
college ministry and/or BSU is desirable.
Involvement in BSU/BCM as a student is
also preferred. Applicants who have not yet
completed seminary are welcome.

If interested in this position, please
contact Andy Wiggins in the Church
Minister Relations Office at 504.282.4455,
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

Unlimited Partnerships to host Feh. 18 event

Each month the students in Unlimited
Partnerships have the privilege of spending
a day with some of the top Southern
Baptist pastors, ministers of education,
and businessmen in the country. Now, this
opportunity to learn from and network
with these leaders is available to all NOBTS
students and area churches through
Unlimited Partnerships Plus, a monthly
seminar led by the guest speakers and
leaders of Unlimited Partnerships.

Unlimited

new units and healthily maintain them.
Following these presentations will be a
panel discussion where attendees can ask
questions and dialogue with the guests.

This will be an exciting session packed
with practical information useful in any
area of Christian education in the local
church. This is a free event, and all students
are invited and encouraged to bring leaders
from their local churches to attend the
event.

Unlimited

Partnerships Plus will
be held on Monday,
February 18, 2008 from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the
Leavell Center large
conference room. This month’s seminar
will explore the topic The New ME:
Women. Guest speakers for this seminar
will include Cathy Jeffcoats, Minister of
Education at FBC Jackson, MS; Jan Jones,
Minister of Education at Dawson Memorial
in Birmingham, AL; and Pat Windham,
Director of Christian Education at FBC
Raytown, MO.

Jeffcoats lecture is titled “Invest...
Invite...Reclaim...through Sunday School.”
Jones will explore some of the challenges
dealing with leadership in her lecture
“Reality Based Leadership.” Windham,
who has successfully started and kept alive
more than two hundred new units at her
current church, will discuss how to birth

4 XUnlimited Partnershipsft¥\

Partnerships is a
partnership between
the LBC, NAMB,
NOBTS, and Baptist
Association of
Greater New Orleans. This partnership
was established to help churches in New
Orleans flourish by placing seminary
students on staff in Gulf Coast area
churches to help with evangelism,
discipleship, starting new units and
leadership development. Sponsoring
churches pay the salary of the students
and mentor them in their work at their
churches. Unlimited Partnerships
hopes to provide even more tools for the
revitalization of area churches through
Unlimited Partnerships Plus seminars and
other events.

For more information, contact Bethany
Hales, assistant to the director, at
225.202.1816 or bethanyhales@yahoo.com.
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GREENHOUSE, from page 1

“They have a basic assignment
where they go out during the week to
prayerwalk, lead people to Christ and
start a small group with those people
they lead to Christ or those who seem
interested in Christ,” Allen said. “That’s
based on Luke 10 where Jesus told them
to go out into the community and find a
man of peace. That’s the methodology.”

For Allen, it’s a simple question of
purpose.

“What are we trying to do?” he
asked. “We're trying to create disciples
who look to the Bible for guidance.
Missionaries have to learn how to get
people out there into reading the Bible
everyday.”

“We want to do what disciples do,”
Allen continued. “Disciples pray, they
eat together and they read the Bible
everyday and study it together. We
know that because Acts 2 tells us that.
At that point, they’ll share their faith.”

Allen said it may take a year or more
to gather several new Christians into
a discipling small group, but he said
time is not the issue. The most crucial
issue, instead, is what to do as the group
grows.

“I don’t want people thinking ‘I can
lead a group of 10 or 12 people and that’s
enough,” he said. “It needs to grow. We
want to reach New Orleans for Christ
and not just 12 people.”

Allen said the same cap of 10 or 12

people in a small group applies even
to Greenhouse. Consequently, he’s
currently in the process of developing
others to lead similar groups.

Early success

Since Allen began hosting Greenhouse
groups in the fall of 2006, a high
percentage of participants have already
moved on to other places of ministry.
At its largest, Greenhouse consisted of
11 people. Of those, eight are currently
involved in church planting or other
ministry endeavors.

“And it didn’t take them long,” Allen
said. “It took them about three months
to get to the place where they were
ready to be on the field. But there is
no time limit. People are ready when
they’re ready.”

Bethany Hales, NOBTS master
of divinity student, is one of those
Greenhouse members who has moved
on to another field. In August 2007,
she became assistant to the director of
the Unlimited Partnerships program.
Unlimited Partnerships matches
NOBTS students with local churches
to help foster new Bible studies and
evangelistic efforts and integrate new
believers into the local church.

“Greenhouse definitely prepared me
for New Orleans and the job I'm in now,”
Hales said. “He [Allen] designed it to be
an incubator to teach you how to truly be
a missionary and live a missional life.”

Hales mentioned that Greenhouse
taught her the discipline of going to the
same coffee shop at the same time each
day or of going to the same checkout
person at the grocery store each time.
That daily intentionality has introduced
her to people with whom she could
begin a relationship and share the
gospel.

Eventually, Allen wants to connect
Greenhouse to a local church. Students
then will engage the community
surrounding the church, develop thriving
small groups and connect new Christians
to that particular local church.

The Greenhouse model can be easily
applied to whatever field future church
planters will engage. Allen believes
that honing the skills associated with
forming and leading a small group while
in New Orleans will greatly benefit
Christians when they move on to other
places of ministry.

“The difficulty of doing ministry in
New Orleans is a great antidote to the
false conception of how easy it will be
on the field,” he said.

Allen said Greenhouse is in the
process of restarting for the spring
semester.

Students, faculty or staff interested
in being a part of Greenhouse should
contact Allen at the Day Center/
Nehemiah Project office by calling
504.816.8112 or by going online to www.
jacksbuzz.com.

Which Direction
Isi\God leading

25224/,

0 prepare for your future!

IMB Representative
On Campus

“2 Jinternational
&/Vission Board
SOUTHERMN BAPTISET CONVENTION
Dr. Bob Dilks, IMB Candidate Consultant,
will be on campus on Wednesday, Feb. 20.
To schedule an appointment, please call
Mindy McCord at 1.800.765.0011 or email
mmccord@imb.org no later than Thursday,
Feb. 14. Limited appointments are available.

Pure Joy Set for Feb. 9

Pure Joy, an event for Young Women
will take place Feb. 9 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Nelson Price Center on the campus of
the Seminary. For more information, call
904.759.8014 or email getpurjoy@yahoo.
com. The event is free!
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities

The following are a few of the ministry
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are
listed according to the type of ministry
position needed and whether the position
is classified as part-time or full-time. All
positions within a 2-hour radius of New
Orleans are listed separately with the
approximate distance in parentheses. To
contact any of these churches, or to have
your resume sent to other unpublished
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701,
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area

Full-time

® First Baptist Church, Saint Rose, La.;
pastor (23)

® Michael Memorial Baptist Church,
Gulfport, Miss.; music (74)

® Silver Springs Baptist Church, Osyka,
Miss.; pastor (96)

® Magnolia Baptist Church, Holden, La.;
pastor (68)

@ Bethlehem Baptist Church, Albany, La.;
music/education (63)

® Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge,
La.; youth (71)

® Calvary Baptist Church, New Orleans,
La.; pastor (10)

® Edgewater Baptist Church, New Orleans,
La; pastor (3)

® Handsboro Baptist Church, Gulfport,
Miss.; pastor (74)

® First Baptist Church, LaPlace, La.; pastor (41)
® New Zion Baptist Church, Kentwood,
La.; pastor (90)

® First Baptist Church, Livingston, La.;
music (74)

® Fast Moss Point Baptist Church, Moss
Point, Miss.; pastor (105)

® First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.;
children (98)

Part-time

® Sherwood Baptist Church, Baton Rouge,
La.; children (81)

® First Baptist Church, Saint Rose, La.;
youth (23)

® First Baptist Church, Saint Rose, La.;
children (23)

@ Little Prairie Baptist Church, Prairieville,
La.; youth (67)

@ Mount Hermon Baptist Church, Mt.
Hermon, La. youth (103)

® Immanuel Baptist Church, Slidell, La,;
outreach and teaching (28)

@ Immanuel Baptist Church, Slidell, La,;
children (28)

@ St. Luke’s United Methodist Church,
New Orleans, La.; music (5)

® Greenwell Springs Baptist Church,
Greenwell Springs, La.; children (95)

@ Clifton Baptist Church, Franklinton, La;
youth (71)

® Coteau Baptist Church, Houma, La.;
youth (59)

® First Baptist Church, Hammond, La.;
music (60)

@ Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa,
La.; music (70)

® Bayou L'ourse Baptist Church, Bayou
Lourse, La.; pastor (81)

® Gillsburg Baptist Church, Osyka, Miss.;
music (96)

@ Mount Hermon Baptist Church, Mount
Hermon, La.; youth (104)

® Chinese Presbyterian Church, Kenner,
La.; youth (15)

® New Orleans Community Church,
Metairie, La.; music (10)

@ Main Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa,
La.; associate pastor/music and youth (70)

Pastor

Full-time

® First Baptist Church of Polkville, Morton,
Miss.

® Drew Baptist Church, Drew, Miss.

® First Baptist Church, Lake Providence, La.
® Thorington Road Baptist Church,
Montgomery, Ala.

@ Hallsville Baptist Church, Hallsville, Mo.
@ Morgan Baptist Church, Morgan, Ga.

Music

Full-time

@ Ellerbe Road Baptist Church, Shreveport, La.
® Parkview Baptist Church, Tuscumbia, Ala.
® First Baptist Church, Brewton, Ala.

® First Baptist Church, Orange Beach, Ala.

Youth

Full-time
@ First Baptist Church, Jensen Beach, Fla.

® First Baptist Church, Atkins, Ark.

@ Kingsville Baptist Church, Pineville, La.
® First Baptist Church, Peachtree City, Ga.
® First Baptist Church, Hope, Ark.

® West University Baptist Church,
Houston, Texas

Children/Preschool

Full-time

® Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Madison,
Miss.

Part-time

® Mount Zion Baptist Church, Canton, Ga.

Combination

Full-time

@ Broadus Memorial Baptist Church,
Mechanicsville, Va.; Children and Education
® First Baptist Church, Jasper, Texas; Youth
and Recreation

® Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven,
Miss.; Music and Outreach

Part-time

® Bethel Baptist Church, Water Valley,
Miss.; Music and Youth

Other

Full-time

@ Midway Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan.;
Hispanic Church Planter

® Pinelake Baptist Church, Brandon, Miss.;
Small Groups Pastor

Part-time

® First Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala.;
Children’s Music and Missions Minister
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