Renate Hood, “Journeying through Heaven, Hail, and Hell with Jimmy Hendrix and Hollywood:
Engaging Students in Apocalyptic Texts with Music and Movies”

Apocalyptic texts employ visual language. Typically, a celestial character discloses a
transcendent reality to a human recipient while subjected to otherworldly journeys. Grasping the
nature of the apocalyptic elements while identifying key characters, events, and plot movement
proves difficult for students who are generally unfamiliar with the genre. Connecting visual
imagery with forms of musical or cinematographic expressions enables students to analyze the
text and follow the flow of the narrative. In this presentation, I will give examples from my
classroom of students using sequences of music pieces and music videos, and line-ups of movie
clips to express responses that apocalyptic scenes evoke. Audience participation in this session
will consist of a brief discussion time and an opportunity to use visual and auditory media
samples to engage select scenes from the Apocalypse of John.



