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Mission Statement
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Value Focus

The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus,
Characteristic Excellence, and Servant Leadership. The core value focus for this academic year
is Characteristic Excellence—What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and resources as a
testimony to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Curriculum Competencies

All graduates of NOBTS are expected to have at least a minimum level of competency in each of
the following areas: Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making,
Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership, Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship
Leadership. The curriculum competencies addressed in this course are: Biblical Exposition,
Interpersonal Skills, and Spiritual and Character Formation.

Course Description

In this course students are presented an overview of the major theories, concepts, and research
methods of the psychology of personality. Students will relate theorists and theories to the field
of the counseling ministry. A biblical and theological understanding of the development of
humans is reviewed.

Student Learning Outcomes
Students who complete this course will:
1. Identify the major contributors, concepts, research methods, and common terms
associated with major personality development paradigms.
2. Demonstrate understanding of a sound biblical view of personality development.
3. Assess the value of social psychology’s theories on personality development from a
biblical world view and Christian counseling perspectives.
4. Construct a model of personality that demonstrates awareness of major personality
theories, within a biblical framework or perspective.
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Textbooks

Required Textbooks

Hergenhahn, B. R., & Olson, Matthew H. (2011). An Introduction to Theories of Personality. 8"
Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall (or latest edition).

(Choose One of the Following Texts for the Book Review Assignment)

e Beck, J. (2002). The Psychology of Paul. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications.

e Beck, James R., & Demarest, Bruce (2005). The Human Person in Theology and
Psychology: A Biblical Anthropology for the Twenty-First Century. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Kregel Publications.

e Boa, K. (2004). Augustine to Freud: What Theologians & Psychologists Tell Us About
Human Nature (And Why It Matters). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

e Beck, J. (1999). Jesus & Personality Theory: Exploring the Five-Factor Model.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

Course Teaching Methodology

As this course is being taught on the Internet, its primary learning activity is interaction with
required readings and material posted to the course’s website. Each week you will be asked to
interact with different types of materials, including lecture notes, PowerPoint presentations, class
texts, exercises or practical activities, and responses from other students. Students will
participate in a weekly threaded discussion on Blackboard.

Course Requirements

Examinations: (Midterm—20%, Final—20%o)
Exams will cover material from assigned readings and PowerPoint presentations. They will be
posted on Blackboard, along with instructions.

Discussion Board: 20%
Students will be required to participate in weekly discussion on Blackboard. Questions and
activities will be posted throughout the semester. Each student will be responsible for (1) one
primary post in response to the posted assignment, and (2) a minimum of two responses to
primary posts from other students.

Posts will be graded for content quality and synthesis of course reading materials. Major or
primary posts must demonstrate an understanding of the reading, presentation, or assigned
activity, with a normal expectation of approximately one paragraph in length. Responses to the
posts of others may be shorter, but demonstrate evidence of quality and informed reflection on
the subject.

A new discussion board will be posted at the beginning of each section within a unit (usually on
a Sunday of each week). Students must post a response to each assignment initiated by the
instructor sometime during the week. In order to facilitate better discussion, students are
encouraged to post their primary responses as early as possible in the week. Discussion boards
will be closed on Saturday at 11:59 p.m. (CST) each week. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, discussion boards will not be reopened once they are closed.



Book Review: 15%
Each student will select one text from the list (see above) and write a review of the book. The
review will be approximately 5 pages, double-spaced, APA Style. The book review should
include a full citation (following the form in the style guide), identification of the author, the
intended purpose or objectives of the book, the intended audience, and a description of the
structure of the book and how its organization supports the purpose and argument of the author.
In addition, the strengths of the book should be identified, along with any limitations or
weaknesses. The first part of the review should be objective and communicate the basic nature of
the book, while the second part should reflect carefully considered evaluation and assessment
that addresses how and in what ways the author was either successful or unconvincing in
achieving the stated purpose. The review should conclude with a summary recommendation that
may be qualified, or a failure to recommend, along with a brief explanation.

Research Paper: 25%
Each student will write a paper on his/her proposed integrated model for personality
development based on textbooks and related literature, class lecture and class discussions, and
any additional Biblical/theological and psychological resources. The paper should include an
understanding of a biblical perspective and model of personality along with engagement with
contemporary research in the field. Consequently, your discussion should include an awareness
of major theories with an indication of your level of agreement or disagreement, along with
research on a biblical anthropology and a biblical psychology that addresses such terms and
concepts as image and likeness of God, body, soul, spirit, heart, mind, sin, guilt, social
relationships and responsibility, etc. Your resources in this area should not be limited to
counseling texts and psychology journals, but should also include information from
commentaries, biblical word studies, and theological dictionaries, lexicons, and Bible
encyclopedias. Be sure to acknowledge differing views and interpretations. The paper should
include a bibliography with a minimum of ten references other than the texts for this course.
Papers will be scanned for plagiarism. (See the seminary statement in the Student Handbook
under General Policies [p. 9] at http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/StudentHandbook.pdf.) The
paper must double-spaced, APA Style, with a length around 15-20 pages.

Evaluation of Grade

The student’s grade will be computed as follows:

1. Exam 1 (Midterm) 20%

2. Exam 2 (Final) 20%

3. Discussion Board 20%

4. Book Review 15%

5. Research Paper  25%

Be sure to check the Reading and Assignments schedule for all due dates.

Grading Scale:

The following grading scale is used at NOBTS.:
A: 93-100 D: 70-76
B: 85-92 F: Below 70
C.77-84


http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/StudentHandbook.pdf

Technical Assistance

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the

NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

w

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.

Additional Items

Classroom Participation/Active Dialogue

Student participation is expected. Class interaction is an important and valuable aspect of the
learning environment where we can experience the truth of the Great Commandment by truly
knowing one another.

Classroom Parameters

Please arrive on time.

Turn off cell phones. Utilize laptops and other technology for class purposes only.
Respect the professor and other members of the class.

Maintain confidentiality when someone shares personal information.

Participate in class and group discussions.

Extra Credit
No extra credit is available in this course.

Reading Assignments
Students are responsible for completing all reading assignments.

Professor’s Policy on Late Assignments

All work is due on the assigned date in the syllabus. All class work is due at the dates specified.
Late assignments will be given a deduction of half a grade per class day after the due date. Any
assignment submitted after the final exam will receive a grade of 0 points.

Professor’s Availability and Assignment Feedback



The student may contact the professor at any time using the email address provided in the course
syllabus. The professor will make every effort to return answers to emailed questions within a
24-hour period of time. Assignments requiring grading will be returned to the student within a
reasonable period of time. Student feedback on graded assignments will be provided through the
grading rubric located in the student’s Blackboard Grade Book. The student will find comments
in the grading rubric, as well as on graded paper assignments. The student may also email the
course grader with questions regarding grading.

Netiquette

Netiquette refers to appropriate online behavior in Blackboard or other online discussions. Each
student is expected to demonstrate appropriate Christian behavior when working online on
Discussion Boards or whenever interaction occurs through web, digital, or other electronic
medium. The student is expected to interact with other students in a fashion that will promote
learning and respect for the opinions of others in the course. A spirit of Christian charity is
expected at all times in the online environment.

Here are some helpful hints as to what to do:

1. Use courtesy and discretion.

2. Be precise in your writing and keep in mind that your audience does not have the benefit
of seeing you or observing your body language, including your facial expressions, and, in
particular, hearing your “tone of voice.” What you may intend as humor could be
interpreted in a variety of ways by your readers, so try to communicate as accurately as
possible.

3. Feel free to disagree with one another, including your instructor, but do so in an
agreeable manner. Treat one another with Christian respect.

4. Respond to each Discussion Board assignment to the best of your ability, keeping in
mind that your responses, for better or for worse, may influence others.

5. Appropriate humor and levity are a valued part of group discussions.

Some helpful hints on what you should avoid:

1. Don’tuse all capital letters. SUCH PRACTICE IS THE EQUIVALENT OF
SHOUTING AND IS CONSIDERED RUDE. Occasional use of a word in all capitals for
emphasis is fine. For example: “Do NOT ridicule a fellow student (or the instructor)!”

2. Don’t be overwhelmed or intimidated by a difficult topic, particularly one that you have
not studied before. Each person brings different levels of knowledge and understanding
to the discussion and we should all be able to learn from one another. Your theological
training may be limited, and you may even be a relatively new Christian, but you are a
child of God and you have the Holy Spirit in you. Study hard and be confident in what
you add to the discussion group.

3. Don’t set limits on your reading and study and remain ignorant about a subject you know
little about. Be prepared to do some extra reading, when necessary, rather than trying to
get by. The goal of your Christian education should not be mediocrity but doing your best
in order to honor God. (Something to think about: Secular education asks “What do I
need to do to get an A or a passing grade?”” Christian education rejects this form of
idolatry and asks “What do I need to do to honor and glorify God?”” The grade, while
important, is a secondary consideration or objective.)




4. Don’t talk down to others, use pejorative language that diminishes others, shut down a
discussion by pulling rank (“I’m an expert on this subject...”), use sarcasm, be mean-
spirited, or imply that you have a corner on biblical truth and interpretation. We need to
be humble in our communication and reminded that God can even use donkeys to
communicate his truth if he so chooses (Num. 22).

5. Don’t use ad-hominem arguments, where you dismiss a position, theory, opinion, or an
idea by attacking the person presenting the view.

Some acceptable discussion and contributions include:
1. Dealing with the issue rather than getting off track or getting bogged down in incidental
or minor points.
2. Citing something you learned in a specific course, or referencing something (appropriate)
that you have read.
3. Using anecdotes or personal illustrations that add to the discussion.

Help make our class discussions some of the most fruitful and enjoyable experiences of this
course.

Web-based Course Reminder/Warning

Web-based courses are, by nature, a different kind of learning experience than courses taught in
the traditional classroom. Because of this structure, this web-based course is more reading and
writing intensive than traditional classroom courses. Rigorous study of the deep things of God
can be a rewarding experience for anyone who participates in it, but it also calls for extra
diligence and integrity in completing the work. This reality does not mean that a web-based
course cannot be successful in equipping you, the student, for effective, God-honoring ministry.
It simply means utilizing a different strategy. Internet courses allow room for independent
learners to thrive—to work at a responsible pace, to engage in student-led discussions, and to
take ownership of the learning of course content. Note that your instructors are praying for your
success.

Policy for Graduating Seniors

Graduating seniors are responsible for alerting the professor of your intention to graduate. All of
your assignments must be completed by noon (12:00 PM) on the Wednesday prior to
commencement exercises.

Emergencies:

In cases of emergency, such as hurricanes, disease outbreaks, or other disasters, go to the
seminary website (www.nobts.edu) for information. The seminary administration will post
information, such as the nature of the emergency, instructions for response, and evacuation and
return dates. Please check Blackboard for information specific to this course. Because
Blackboard is available, the course will continue even if the main campus is closed. Please
consider registering for the seminary’s priority text messaging service through SelfServe. This
service is used only in emergencies, and will allow the seminary to deliver urgent information to
you as needed.
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Course Schedule

Tentative Reading Schedule and Assignments

Unit # Date/Week Reading & Assignment Schedule
1 Jan. 23-28 Course Introduction, Background
Value of Personality Development Theory
2 Jan. 29-Feb. 4 Biblical & Historical Perspectives on Personality Development
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 1
3 Feb. 5-11 Presentation and Discussion (Freud)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 2
4 Feb. 12-18 Presentation and Discussion (Jung)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 3
5 Feb. 19-25 Presentation and Discussion (Adler)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 4
6 Feb. 26-Mar. 4 Presentation and Discussion (Horney & Erikson)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Chs. 5-6
7 Mar. 5-Mar. 11 Presentation and Discussion (Allport & Catell/Eysenck)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Chs. 7-8
Mar. 12-18 SPRING BREAK—No Class Meeting
8 Mar. 19-25 Midterm Exam
9 Mar. 26-Apr. 1 Presentation and Discussion
Biblical Approaches & Issues in Personality Development
10 Apr. 2-8 Presentation and Discussion (Skinner & Dollard/Miller)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Chs. 9-10
11 Apr. 9-15 Presentation and Discussion (Bandura/Mischel)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 11
Book Review Due
12 Apr. 16-22 Presentation and Discussion (Buss)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Ch. 12
13 Apr. 23-29 Presentation and Discussion (Kelly & Rogers)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Chs. 13-14
Research Paper Due
14 Apr. 30-May 6 Presentation and Discussion (Maslow & May)
READING: Hergenhahn & Olson, Chs. 15-17
15 May 1-7
Final May 4-11 The Final Exam will be administered on Blackboard and will be
Exam available online from Friday, May 5 from 12:00 AM (CST) to
Week 11:59 PM (CST) on Monday, May 8.
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WEBSITES
Society for Christian Psychology: http://www.christianpsych.org/
Christian Association for Psychological Studies: http://www.caps.net/



http://www.christianpsych.org/
http://www.caps.net/

American Association of Christian Counselors: http://www.aacc.net/

Hope for the Heart: http://www.hopefortheheart.org

Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC) (www.biblicalcounseling.com/) (formerly
known as the National Association of Nouthetic Counselors [NANC])

Journal of Personality: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291467-
6494/issues

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology:
http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=browsePA.volumes&jcode=psp

Journal of Research in Personality: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00926566

Personality and Individual Differences: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01918869

European Journal of Personality:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%281SSN%291099-0984/issues

Personality and Social Psychology Review: http://psr.sagepub.com/content/by/year

Student Services
This is a partial list of NOBTS student services available to all students, no matter your delivery system
or location. If you have questions or do not see what you need here, please refer to
www.nobts.edu/studentservices, email us at studentservices@nobts.edu, or call the Dean of Students
office at 800-662-8701, ext. 3283. We are glad to assist you!

Need Email Phone Web Page
Advising 504.282.4455 www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html
Graduate studentservices@nobts.edu ;(331'2 . . #advisin :
Program =advising
Advising —
Undergraduate . 504.816.8590 www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege
Program Icadminasst@nobts.edu
Church
Minister
Relations cmr@nobts.edu 504.282.4455 www.nobts.edu/CMR
L x3291
(for ministry
jobs)
Financial Aid financialaid@nobts.edu 504;(2383243455 www.nobts.edu/financialaid
PREP
(help to avoid Prepassistantl @nobts.edu 504.816.8091 www.nobts.edu/prep
student debt)
N%aé‘?ﬁgenp;;ls pr@nobts.edu 504.816.8003 nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com
Information
Technology itcsupport@nobts.edu 504.816.8180 selfserve.nobts.edu
Center
Help with
Blackboard blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu | 504.816.8180 nobts.blackboard.com
Library library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 www.nobts.edu/Library
Online library . http://www.nobts.edu/research-
[eSOUTCES library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 links/default html
Writing and library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 | http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html
Turabian style : T : : : :
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help
Guest Housing
(Providence ph@nobts.edu 504.282.4455 www.provhouse.com
x4455
Guest House)
Studer!t Imccc@nobts.edu 504.816.8004 www.nobts.edu/stu_dentserwces/counselmq
Counseling services.html
Women’s womensacademic@nobts.edu 504.282.4455
www.nhobts.edu/women
Programs x3334

For additional library resources in your state, check http://www.naobts.edu/library/interlibrary-loan.html
*  GALILEO for Georgia students
*  LALINC for Louisiana students

*  Florida Virtual Library (http://www.flelibrary.org/) for Florida students
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