
 This semester Dr. 
Ron Pate celebrates two 

years as the Director of the 
Birmingham Center.  Many 

students know him as pro-
fessor, but there is much 

more that you may not 

know about him. Like did 
you know that he once rode 

his motorcycle to Sturgis? 
Recently, Dr. Pate agreed to 

share some things about 
himself to allow NOBTS stu-

dents to get to know him a 
little better.  

Where did you grow 
up?  I grew up in the 

southeast corner of Ala-
bama known as the 

“wiregrass” or “tri-state” 
area. We lived in several 

small Alabama towns 

(Gordon, Pansey, and Ash-
ford) before settling in 

Dothan, Alabama, the Pea-
nut Capitol of the World 

for my later elementary 
and additional school 

years. 

Tell us your testimony.  

I attended a small, rural, 
Freewill Baptist Church with 

a half-time preacher until 
we moved to Dothan, Al. 

where I became an unsaved  
member of Calvary Baptist 

Church and was baptized 

and proceeded to avoid at-
tending for most of my ele-

mentary and Jr. High School  
years. At almost 16 years of 

age, I was visited by some 
young people who told me 

what it meant to be a be-
liever, and I committed my 

Special Points of Interest:  

Recycle: In an effort to be a little more green, NOBTS Birmingham has started recycling. You can 
recycle all bottles, cans, and paper in the recycle bin by the trash in office.  

Chapel: The Birmingham Center will also be having chapel each month this semester. Mark your calen-
dars for our next chapel on Monday Nov 17 (Speaker: TBA). 

Library: Please visit the Birmingham Center Library for resources this semester. We have a collection 
of over 2,600 volumes including commentaries, theology, counseling, etc. We also have access to online 
databases with current research. Please see Elizabeth Stephenson for more info.  

Defend the Faith—Apologetics Conference January 4-9, 2015 in New Orleans. For more info visit 
www.nobtsapologetics.com/defendthefaith 
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The Alabama Centers Gatekeeper is a 

publication of the NOBTS Birmingham 

Center. Any  ideas for articles, inter-

views, or news can be sent to: 

bhamasst.nobts@gmail.com 

Dr. Ron Pate and his wife Patricia 



MINISTRY POSITIONS 

Oct 23-25 Preview Weekend (New Orleans) 

Nov 17 Chapel at 12pm 

Nov 24-28 Thanksgiving Break  

Dec 4 Finals for Thursday Classes 

Dec 8 Finals for Monday Classes 

Dec 13 Graduation (New Orleans) 

Jan 4-9 Defend the Faith (New Orleans)  
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life to Jesus Christ and was saved. 

Briefly describe your call to minis-

try. How long have you served in 
ministry?  Shortly after my salvation 

experience I began to sense a call to 
ministry. I already had college plans 

and future work plans but felt God 
leading me to let the work plans go 

and seek a summer ministry position 
before going away to my freshman 

year of college. That was confirmed by 

some of my adult leaders, current cir-
cumstances, and my first paid ministry 

position as Summer Youth Minister in 
Springboro, Ohio before returning 

home and beginning a religion major at 
Samford University in Birmingham. I 

have been in active ministry service for 
forty-four years. 

Tell us about your wife and chil-
dren.  I married my high school sweet-

heart from Dothan, Patricia Johnson, in 
my second year of college, after sev-

eral years of dating. We experienced a 

miscarriage of our first child after wait-
ing six years then Christopher was born 

after seven years. He was such a hand-
ful that we waited another nine years 

before having Caitlin. Christopher is 34 
and self-employed in the area of com-

puter building, repair, and etc…. Caitlin 
recently turned 25 and is a Pharmacy 

School Student at Auburn University. 

Where do you serve in ministry? 

How long have you been there?  I 
have been the Senior Pastor at three 

churches, 9.5 years in New Orleans 
while at seminary, 12 years in the 

south suburbs of Chicago, and for 16 

years at Hilldale Baptist Church in Cen-
ter Point, AL in the Northeast Birming-

ham Metro area. 

How many years have you been at 

NOBTS Birmingham as a professor 
and director? Why do you enjoy 

teaching here?  I began teaching at the 
Birmingham Extension Center in August 

of 1999 at the invitation of Dr. Bob 
Hall, Director and a member of my 

church. So I have completed 15 years 
of service as an adjunct professor and 

2 years as the Director after Dr. Hall 

retired. I love working with the variety 
of students we have at the Birmingham 

Center; different ages, different de-
nominations, and different ministry 

callings. The variety keeps me young 
and challenges me to keep learning 

and growing as well. 

What is your favorite hobby?  I 

have been through a variety of hobbies 
based on location and health issues. I 

loved fishing when I lived in New Or-
leans and Chicago. Golf was a real 

treat until swinging the club became a 

challenge as did a decent score. For 
the past 20 years my favorite hobby 

has been riding motorcycles. It takes 
my mind off everything else and has 

helped me travel across the country, 
averaging 500 miles a day for nine 

days in a row on one trip. 

What is your favorite class to 

teach?  Proclaiming the Bible  

What was your favorite class as a 

seminary student?  Proclaiming the 
Bible, because it combines two of my 

favorite subjects, Hermeneutics and 
Homiletics. I love the study of the 

Scripture and making it come alive with 
personal application for life-change 

today. God has given us the Words of 

Life and we get to be used by Him to 
interpret them to contemporary soci-

ety. What could be more exciting than 
studying, discovering, and communicat-

ing the truth of God and watching it 
change people’s lives. 

Besides the Bible what was the 
last book you read? I have just fin-

ished Connect and VELCRO Church 
which both have to do with enlisting 

volunteers, involving people in ministry, 
and doing the work necessary to help 

those you reach for church stick with 
Jesus and His Church. 

What is one piece of advice you 

would give students about their 

years in seminary?  Enjoy the learn-

ing experience by planning ahead, 

reading ahead, and writing down eve-

rything you learn so that you don’t 

have to write it down again later. Make 

seminary a lasting resource that you 

can easily upgrade by writing down 

what you study and learn. 

DR. PATE CONTINUED…  IMPORTANT DATES  

Youth Minister: FBC Helena is seeking a 
qualified Youth Minister. Candidate should be a 
Christian with a clear calling to youth. Must be 
committed to prayer, Bible Study, disciple-
making, and the local church. Email resumes 
with both personal and ministry references to 
glwalker20@gmail.com  
 
Interim Pastor: First Baptist Church of Haley-
ville is seeking an interim pastor who lives 
within an hour’s drive of the church, if possible. 
FBC is located in Haleyville at 1103 21st St., 
which is in the “downtown” area of Haleyville. 
To submit a resume for consideration, please 
contact Patrick Taylor at (205) 272-3038 or 
prtaylor@southernco.com  
 
Children’s Minister: Taylorville Baptist 
Church in Tuscaloosa is seeking a Children's 
Minister. This position can be full or part time. 
If you are interested please contact Justin Nel-
son at 205-758-0568 ex.12.  
 
Music Minister: First Baptist Church of Kin-
ston, AL is seeking a Part-Time Music Pastor. 
Please send resumes to benandtori-
posey@live.com or call 334-456-9179 if you are 
interested. We are a growing church in a rural 
community that is seeking to transform the lack 
of spiritual interest in our community.  

Youth Minister: FBC Helena is seeking a 
qualified Youth Minister. Candidate should be a 
Christian with a clear calling to youth. Must be 
committed to prayer, Bible Study, disciple-
making, and the local church. Email resumes 
with both personal and ministry references to 
glwalker20@gmail.com  
 
Children’s Minister: Taylorville Baptist 
Church in Tuscaloosa is seeking a Children's 
Minister. This position can be full or part time. 
If you are interested please contact Justin Nel-
son at 205-758-0568 ex.12.  


