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NOBTS Mission:
To equip leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its 
ministries.

Course Description (From Catalog) 
THEO5301  Systematic Theology 2 (3 hours) 
This second course in systematic theology introduces the student to the doctrines of the work of Christ, salvation and 
the Christian life, the Holy Spirit, the church, and last things (eschatology). The biblical foundation and the relevant 
historical developments are considered in developing a comprehensive statement of Christian teaching concerning 
construction of a Christian understanding of each doctrine. Prerequisite: It is highly suggested that students take 
Systematic Theology 1 before taking this course.

Core Value:
Servant Leadership - We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence through the nurture and 
encouragement of those around us. 

Course Objectives
By the end of this course the student should:

 Utilize   concepts and arguments related to systematic theology in the discussion of religious topics. 

 Value   systematic theology as it relates to life and Christian Ministry. 

 Develop   sound arguments for and critiques of religious perspectives.

Assignments
Guided Research Paper:  Each student will write two guided research papers consisting of approximately 4,000 to 
6,000 words. 

Critical Book Reviews:  Each student will write a critical book review of three books. Each book review should 
consist of approximately 2,000 to 3,000 words with NO MORE   than 800 to 1,200 words (40% of the paper) as 
SUMMARY   of the material.  The purpose of a critical book review is to challenge or support the arguments of the 
authors.  

Class Participation:  Participation in the class, individually and as a group, is essential and required.

Writing Guide
An example of style expectations will be provided by the professor.

Late Work:
All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned. Late work will not 
be accepted.
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Grading:
Guided Research Papers: 50%
Critical Book Reviews:                                         50%  
Total 100%
Final Grades will be assessed according to current New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Graduate Catalog.

Extra Credit
Critical Book Reviews:  Each student may critically evaluate up to two books not previously reviewed for extra 
credit.  Each book review may add up to three points to the final average. (Excellent book review + 3 points, Good 
book review +2 points, Average book review, +1 point, Poor book review +0 points). Extra credit book reviews will 
conform to the same standard as the assigned book reviews.

Absences
Attendance is required. The absence policy in the current New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Graduate 
Catalog will be enforced.

Textbooks
Required Texts
Akin, Daniel, A Theology for the Church. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007.

Erickson, Millard J. The Concise Dictionary of Christian Theology. Wheaton; IL: Crossway, 2001.

Book Reviews

Allison, Gregg R. and John S. Fineberg. Sojourners and Strangers: The Doctrine of the Church. Wheaton, IL: 
     Crossway, 2012.

Keathley, Kenneth. Salvation and Sovereignty: A Molinist Approach. Nashville: B&H, 2010.

Beilby,James. Ed. The Nature of the Atonement: Four Views. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006.

Optional Texts
Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Grand Rapids: 
     Zondervan, 1994.

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology: Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983.

Elwell, Walter A. Ed. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker 
     Academics, 2001
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Course Outline
The course schedule is tentative and will be modified as necessary. All reading assignments are to be 

completed prior to the class session for which they are assigned. I recommend that you complete as much of your 
reading as soon as possible. Reading assignments are from A Theology for the Church by Daniel Akin. Alternative 
chapters are from Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem. 

Date Class Part Topics
Akin

Reading
Alt. 

Reading
Assignments

Due

1/28 1 Christology Welcome
Introduction to the Work of 
Christ
The Resurrection of Christ
The Atonement of Christ

Ch. 10 Ch. 27, 28, 
29

2/11 2 Soteriology Common Grace
Election and Reprobation 

Ch. 12 Ch. 31, 32, 
33

2/25 3 General and Effectual 
Calling
Conversion and Adoption 
Justification and 
Sanctification

Ch. 34, 35, 
36, 37, 38

Book Review 
Beiby

3/11 4 Perseverance
Death and Glorification

Ch. 40, 41, 
42, 43

Guided 
Research 
Paper 1

3/25 5 Pneumatology The Person of the Holy 
Spirit
The Work of the Holy Spirit
Spiritual Gifts 

Ch. 11 Ch. 30, 39, 
52, 53

Book Review 
Keathley

4/8 6 Ecclesiology The Nature of the Church 
The Role of the Church

Ch 13 Ch. 
44,45,46,47,
48

Book Review 
Allison

4/29 7 Baptism
Communion 
Unity of the Church 
Governance of the Church 

Ch. 
49,50,51,52,
53

Guided 
Research 
paper 2

5/6 8 Eschatology Introduction to Eschatology
The Second Coming 
Millennium and Tribulation
Final States

Ch. 14 Ch. 
54,55,56,57

3



SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Allen, Diogenes.  Finding Our Father.  Atlanta:  John Knox, 1974.

Allred, Frank. How Can I be Sure?  London: Grace Publications Trust, 1999.

Alston, William.  Divine Nature and Human Language.  Ithaca:  Cornell University 
     Press, 1989.

Archer, Margaret S., et al. Transcendence: Critical Realism and God. London and New York: 
     Routledge, 1998.

Barker, Harold. Secure Forever. Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Bros., 1986.

Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics. ed by G. W. Bromiley and T. F. Torrance.  Edinburgh: T & T 
     Clark, 1956.

________.  The Humanity of God.  Richmond:  John Knox, 1960.

Basinger, David and Randall, eds.  Predestination and Free Will:  Four Views of Divine 
         Sovereignty and Human Freedom by John Feinberg, Norman Geisler, Bruce 
         Reichenbach, and Clark Pinnock.  Downers Grove:  InterVarsity, 1986.

Beckwith, C. A.  The Idea of God: Historical, Critical, Constructive.  New York: 
          Macmillan, 1922. 

Beeke, Joel. The Quest for Full Assurance: The Legacy of Calvin and His Successors. Grand 
     Rapids: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1999.

Bloesch, Donald G. God The Almighty: Power, Wisdom, Holiness, Love. Downers Grove: 
     InterVarsity Press, 1995.

_______. Jesus Christ: Savior & Lord. Downers Grove: IVP, 1997.

_______. A Theology of Word & Spirit.  Downers Grove: IVP, 1992.

Bray, Gerald.  The Doctrine of God.  Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 1993.

Brine, John. A Defense of the Doctrine of Eternal Justification. Paris, AR: The Baptist Standard 
     Bearer, 1987.

Brunner, Emil.  The Christian Doctrine of God, vol. 1 of  Dogmatics, 3 vols., trans. Olive 
         Wyon.   Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1950.

Borchert, Gerald. Assurance and Warning. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1987.

4



Buber, Martin.  I and Thou, trans. Ronald Gregor Smith. 2d ed. New York: Scribner, 
         1958.
Colquhoun, John. Spiritual Comfort. Morgan, PA: Soli Deo Gloria, 1998.

Connor, W. T.  Christian Doctrine.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1937.

Eaton, Michael. No Condemnation: A New Theology of Assurance. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity, 1997.

____________. A Theology of Encouragement. Carlisle: Paternoster, 1995.

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Grand Rapids: 
     Zondervan, 1994.

Elwell, Walter A. Ed. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker 
     Academics, 2001

Erickson, Millard J. The Concise Dictionary of Christian Theology. Wheaton: Crossway, 2001.

_______.  The Living God:  Readings in Christian Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 
           1973.

________.  Christian Theology.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1983.

_______.  The Word Became Flesh: A Contemporary Incarnational Theology. Grand Rapids: 
     Baker Books, 1991.

______.  God in Three Persons:  A Contemporary Interpretation of the Trinity.  Grand 
           Rapids:  Baker, 1995.

_______.God the Father Almighty: A Contemporary Exploration of the Divine Attributes. 
     Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.

________. What Does God Know and When Does He Know It?: The Current Controversy Over 
     Divine Foreknowledge. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

Feinberg, John S. The Many Faces of Evil: Theological Systems and the Problem of Evil. Rev. 
     and Expanded ed. Wheaton: Crossway, 2004.

________.  No One Like Him. Foundations of Evangelical Theology, ed. John S. Feinberg. 
     Wheaton: Crossway, 2001.

Flint, Thomas. Divine Providence: The Molinist Account. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 
      1998.

5



Frame, John. The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God. Phillipsburg: P & R, 1989.

Freddoso, Alfred J., ed.  The Existence and Nature of God.  Notre Dame:  University of 
         Notre Dame Press, 1983.

Geisler, Norman. Chosen, But Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election.  Minneapolis: Bethany 
     House, 1999.

Hick, John.  Death and Eternal Life.  New York:  Harper and Row, 1976.

______.  Evil and the God of Love.  London, Collins, 1975.

______.  God Has Many Names.  Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1982.

Helm, Paul.  Eternal God:  A Study of God without Time.  New York:  Oxford University 
         Press, 1988.

______.  The Providence of God.  Downer’s Grove:  InterVarsity, 1994.

Henry, Carl F. H.  God, Revelation, and Authority:  God Who Speaks and Shows, Fifteen Theses. 
     Vols. 2-3.  Rev. ed.  Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books, 1999.

Hoekema, Anthony A. Created in God’s Image. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Pub., 1986.

Karkkainen Veli-Matti. An Introduction to the Theology of Religions: Biblical, Historical and 
     Contemporary Perspectives. Downers grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003.

Knitter, Paul.  No Other Name? A Critical Survey of Christian Attitudes toward the 
          World Religions.  London:  SCM Press, 1985. 

Lewis, C. S.  Beyond Personality:  The Christian Idea of God.  London:  Centenary 
         Press, 1952.

Lewis, Gordon R. and Bruce. A. Demarest. Integrative Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
     1996.

 Lindbeck, George A.  The Nature of Doctrine: Religion and Theology in a Postliberal Age.  
     Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1984.

McGrath, Alister E. The Science of God: An Introduction to Scientific Theology. Grand Rapids: 
     Eerdmans, 2004.

________.The Genesis of Doctrine: A Study in the Foundation of Doctrinal Criticism. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans Pub, 1990.

________.  Science and Religion: An Introduction. Malden; Ma.: Blackwell, 1999.

6



________.  Christian Theology: An Introduction. Malden; Ma.: Blackwell, 2001.

________.  A Scientific Theology:  Nature.  Vol. 1.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2002.

________.  A Scientific Theology:  Reality.  Vol. 2.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2002.

________.  A Scientific Theology:  Theory.  Vol. 3.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2003.

Moody, Dale. The Word of Truth: A Summary of Christian Doctrine Based on Biblical 
     Revelation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981.

Morris, Thomas V. The Logic of God Incarnate. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2001.

Nash, Ronald H.  The Concept of God:  An Exploration of Contemporary Difficulties with 
         the Attributes of God.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1983.

Norman, R. Stanton.  More than Just A Name: Preserving our Baptist Identity. Nashville: 
     Broadman & Holman, 2001.

Oden, Thomas C. Systematic Theology. 3 vols. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1992.

Palmer, Michael. The Question of God: An Introduction and Sourcebook. London and New 
     York: Routledge, 2001.

Pannenberg, Wolfhart.  Systematic Theology.  2 vols.  Trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley.  Grand 
     Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1988-91.

Pinnock, Clark, ed., with Richard Rice, William Hasker, and John Sanders.  The 
     Openness of God:  A Biblical Challenge to the Traditional Understanding of God.  
     Downers Grove:  Intervarsity, 1994.

Pinson, J. Matthew, ed. Four Views of Eternal Security. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

Plantinga, Alvin. Warranted Christian Belief. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
     2000.

Reymond, Robert L. A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith.  Nashville: Thomas 
     Nelson, 1998.

Richards, J. Wesley. The Untamed God: A Philosophical Exploration of Divine Perfection, 
     Immutability and Simplicity. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2003. 

Richardson, Alan and John Bowden, eds.  The Westminster Dictionary of Christian Theology.  
     Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1983.

7



Sennett, James F. and Douglass Groothuis. In Defense of Natural Theology: A Post-Humean 
     Assessment. Downers grove: InterVarsity Press, 2005.

Stagg, Frank.  New Testament Theology.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1962.

Stott, John R. The Cross of Christ.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1986.

Strong, Augustus H. Systematic Theology. 3 vols. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1993.

Swinburne, Richard. The Existence of God, 2d ed. Oxford and New York: Oxford University 
     Press, 2001.

________.  The Coherence of Theism.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1977.

Taylor, Mark C.  Deconstructing Theology.  Chico:  Scholar’s Press, 1982.

______.  Erring:  A Postmodern A/theology.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 
         1984.

Vanhooser, Kevin J. Is There a Meaning in This Text? : the Bible, the reader, and the morality 
of 
     literary knowledge. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

Welch, Claude.  In this Name:  The Trinity in Contemporary Theology.  New York:  
         Scribner, 1952.

Whitney, Donald. How Can I Be Sure I’m a Christian: What the Bible Says about Assurance of 
Salvation. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1994.

Williams, J. Rodman. Renewal Theology: Systematic Theology from a Charismatic Perspective. 
     3 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Zachman, Randall. The Assurance of Faith: Conscience in the Theology of Martin Luther and 
     John Calvin. 

8


	Course Description (From Catalog)
	Course Objectives
	Assignments
	Late Work:
	Extra Credit
	Textbooks
	Required Texts
	Akin, Daniel, A Theology for the Church. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007.
	Book Reviews
	Optional Texts
	The course schedule is tentative and will be modified as necessary. All reading assignments are to be completed prior to the class session for which they are assigned. I recommend that you complete as much of your reading as soon as possible. Reading assignments are from A Theology for the Church by Daniel Akin. Alternative chapters are from Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem.
	Selected Bibliography




