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        PREACHING PRACTIUM - PREA6200-01 
      New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

  Pastoral Ministries Division  Orlando Extension Campus 

Spring 2015  Mondays 3-5 p.m. 

  1/26, 2/9, 2/23, 3/9, 3/30, 4/13, 4/27, 5/11 

 

Dr. Ron Burks, Adjunct Professor 

Phone: 863.512.1396  

Email: ronfbcbartow@hotmail.com 

 

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great  

Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Core Value Focus 
The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic 

Excellence, and Servant Leadership. This course supports the five core values emphasized by the 

seminary. 

 

The core value for 2014-2015 is Spiritual Vitality.  Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping community 

emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together as a Seminary family for the praise and 

adoration of God and instruction in His Word. 

 

Course Description 
In this course, sermons preached by students in class will serve as the basis for a study of preaching 

content, structure, and style. Prerequisite: PREA5300 Proclaiming the Bible. 

 

Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, the student will: 

1. Be able to apply homiletical concepts, principles, and resources helpful for effective oral 

interpretation of Scripture, sermon construction, and sermon delivery. 

2. Value Christian proclamation as a vital part of personal ministry. 

3. Demonstrate acceptable proficiency in performing Christian proclamation with the aid of an 

instructor or course resources, whether as one called to preach or as one with some other Christian 

calling. 

 

Curriculum Competencies Addressed 
The purpose of this course is to provide quality theological education for students in the discipline of 

pastoral ministries. 

 

This course will address the following curriculum competencies:  

 Biblical Exposition -- To interpret and communicate the Bible accurately; 

 Disciple Making -- To stimulate church health through mobilizing the church for missions,  

evangelism, discipleship, and church growth; 

 Spiritual and Character Formation -- To provide moral leadership by modeling and mentoring 

Christian character and devotion; and 

 Worship Leadership -- To facilitate worship effectively 
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Required Textbooks 
The following textbooks are required (will be cited in class notes and/or in assignments): 

 McDill, Wayne V. The Moment of Truth. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999. 

 Fasol, Al. A Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996. 

 Heisler, Greg. Spirit-Led Preaching. Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2007. 

 Bounds, E. M. Preacher and Prayer. Los Angeles: Del Williams Media, 2012. 

 

Course Teaching Methodology 

1. Lectures and other instructional methods will be utilized to review and teach important fundamentals 

and principles about sermon construction, delivery, oral interpretation, and voice, as well as to 

present and discuss applicable print and other resources.  

2. Writing assignments will be required to facilitate experiential learning and skills development in 

sermon building and communication.  

3. Student preaching, feedback, and group discussions will be used to promote personal insights about 

oral interpretation and sermon delivery.  

4. The preaching laboratory and student self-study will be important instructional components. Listener 

critique forms will be utilized to aid personal analysis in assessing preaching competency needs and 

strengths of students in sermon construction and delivery. 

Course Requirements 
Students are required to: 

1. Submit a single-spaced annotated analysis (two to four pages) for each of the four books: i.e., the 

required textbooks by McDill, Fasol, Heisler, and Bounds. Each analysis should give a correct 

bibliographic listing of the book with its associated annotations using the guide in this syllabus 

(Appendix A).  Each analysis should be a minimum of two complete single-spaced pages of content 

(no more than four).  See guide (Appendix A) in this syllabus. 

2. Prepare one typed sermon brief (preaching presentation that will be delivered in class), eighteen to 

twenty-five minutes in duration, based on an Old Testament passage (selected by the student from 

any of the following Old Testament books: Genesis through Ruth), and outlined on the rhetorical 

sermon brief form in this syllabus. See guide (Appendix B) in this syllabus.  The sermon brief will 

be between 6-8 pages (not including cover page) double spaced following Turabian guidelines. On 

the day the student is scheduled to preach, submit a copy of the sermon brief to the professor. 

3. Prepare one typed sermon brief (preaching presentation that will be delivered in class), eighteen to 

twenty-five minutes in duration, based on a New Testament passage (selected in class) to be 

delivered in class and outlined on the rhetorical sermon brief form in this syllabus. See guide 

(Appendix B) in this syllabus.  The sermon brief will be between 6-8 pages (not including cover 

page) double spaced following Turabian guidelines. On the day the student is scheduled to preach, 

submit a copy of the sermon brief to the professor. 

4. Each student will be given a sermon evaluation form (Appendix C) to evaluate your sermon 

presentation.  These forms will be handed to the student at the end of the sermon.  At the next class 

session following the preaching assignment, the student will supply the professor with the following: 

(1) A completed sermon evaluation review (Appendix D) – each student will use this form to 

evaluate his own sermon based on the sermon evaluation forms received from the other students. 

(2) All sermon evaluation forms from other students. (3) The professor’s evaluation. (4) The 

sermon brief. 

5. Take a final exam. The final exam will cover class notes and the two textbooks: The Moment of 

Truth, A Complete Guide to Sermon Delivery, and Spirit-Led Preaching. The final exam will be 

posted on Blackboard on April 27 and due on the final day of class, May 11
th

. 
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Course Evaluation 
Students are required to complete all assignments in accordance with course requirements. The student’s 

grade will be based on the satisfactory completion of the following: 

OT Preaching Presentation/Critique & Evaluation  25% 

NT Preaching Presentation/Critique & Evaluation  35% 

Annotated textbooks analysis     15% 

Blackboard        10% 

Final Exam        15% 

 

Course Policies 
Absences 
Class attendance is essential for effective learning. According to the New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary Catalog, the maximum number of absences without failure for an 8-meeting per semester 

hybrid is two class sessions. A class session missed because of late enrollment will be counted as an 

absence. Arriving late to class or leaving class early will count as ½ of an absence. A grade of “F” will 

be assigned to students who fail to adhere to the attendance policy. 

 

Grading Scale 

A  100-93   B  92-85  C  84-77  D  76-70  F  69 and below 

 

Assignment Submission 

All assignments are to be submitted by the designated due date. Assignments not submitted by the 

designated due date are considered late and late assignments will incur an initial 10-point penalty for 

the first week it is late and an additional 10 penalty for each subsequent week. Late assignments are 

due no later than the final day of class, no exceptions. If all course assignments are not received by the 

final day of class, a grade of zero is automatically earned for the missing assignments. Assignments 

should not be e-mailed to professors. Please post them on blackboard in the prescribed location. 

  

Assignment Format 

All assignments are to be typed, double-spaced with 12-point font (Times New Roman preferred) and  

1-inch margins unless otherwise indicated. Assignment pages should be uploaded to Blackboard with    

a Turabian format cover page that includes name, date of submission and assignment title. A Turabian 

style guide is available in the NOBTS library and located on the NOBTS web site at 

http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Extensions.Old/turabiantutor7thjan08.pdf. 

 

All other policies will be in accordance with the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Academic 

Catalog. 

 

Course Schedule 
 

  JANUARY 

26 Introduction to course, scheduling sermon brief presentations.      

 

 FEBRUARY 
9 Student Preachers & Evaluations           

http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Extensions.Old/turabiantutor7thjan08.pdf
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23 Student Preachers & Evaluations 

  

 MARCH 

9 Student Preachers & Evaluations 

30 Student Preachers & Evaluations 

      

 APRIL 

13 Student Preachers & Evaluations 

27 Student Preachers & Evaluations; Book Critiques Due; Final exam on Blackboard 

 

 MAY 
11 Student Preachers & Evaluations; Final exam returned 

 

Course Modification 

The professor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syllabus as he deems necessary to maintain 

the integrity of the learning experience as a result of events and circumstances that occur during the 

course. 
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ANNOTATED ANALYSIS 

 

Bibliographical Information of the Book 

Author: 

Title: 

Place of publication: 

Publisher: 

Date of publication: 

Number of pages: 

 

Organization and Content 

One or two sentences explaining the purpose of the book 

Brief summary of the book that includes the major divisions (Biblical & theological emphases within 

divisions) 

 

Evaluation 

Did the author accomplish the purpose?  

What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for Christian proclamation? 

What is one (or more) difficulty, deficiency, or limitation in using the book for Christian proclamation? 

 

Application 

How will the subject matter influence your philosophy of preaching? How will the subject matter 

influence your preaching?  Be specific. 

 

 

 

  

Appendix A 
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SERMON BRIEF 

 

Name: 

Assignment: 

Date Due: 

 

Foundational Elements 
 Sermon Title (in quotation marks; headline capitalization style): 

 Text: 

 Subject (in one or two words--or as a short phrase): 

 CIT (Central Idea of the Text; Essence of the Text in a Sentence--state in the past tense): 

 Proposition (Also called the Essence of the Sermon in a Sentence; do not state in the past tense): 

 Major Objective (Also called the Purpose statement)  

Specific Objective (Objective of the Sermon in a Sentence--state in terms of what hearers will do as a 

result of this sermon): Hearers will.... 

 Interrogative: 

 Unifying Word  

 

Formal Elements 

 Introduction 

  1. 

  2. 

  3. 

 Body 

  I. 

   1. 

   2. 

  II. 

   1. 

   2. 

  III. 

   1. 

   2. 

Conclusion (Invitation) 

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 

Notes to Follow in Preparing the Sermon Brief 
1. The number of points may vary within the formal elements from the numbers shown above. 

2. All main points (i.e., I, II, etc.) in the sermon body outline must be referenced to the text (e.g., I. 

The Motive of Salvation, John 3:16a; II. The Means of Salvation, John 3:16b). 

3. Write all sermon body main points in headline capitalization style (e.g., The Motive of 

Salvation). Write all lesser points under the main points in sentence capitalization style (e.g., The 

personal motive). 

 

  

Appendix B  
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SERMON EVALUATION FORM 

(For the Student Evaluating the Sermon Brief) 

 

Name of student presenting sermon brief: 

Date: 

Sermon Brief Title & Text: 

 

Introduction: Use this form to evaluate the student presenting the sermon brief.  Put an X on the number 

that you believe accurately describes the student’s performance (Please be as accurate as possible).  The 

numbers represent the following:  Poor,  Below Average,  Average,  Good,  Excellent.  

1. Scripture Reading 

a. How well did the student read the text with clarity?          

b. How well did the student read the text with expression?          

 

2. Introduction 

a. Was the introduction to the sermon attention getting?          

b. What was the C. I. T.?  

c. What was the Proposition? 

d. What was the Purpose? 

e. Did the student’s introduction establish relevancy and created momentum for the sermon?          

         
f. Was the introduction was too long? (Not at all, somewhat, too long) 

g. Did the introduction transition well into the text?          

h. Did the introduction relate well to the sermon brief?          

 

3. Exposition 

a. What was the most effective expositional element(s) in this sermon? Introduction ~ Main 

Divisions ~ Explanation (key words, explanation of verse) ~ Summation ~ Invitation 

b. What was the weakest expositional element(s) in this sermon? Introduction ~ Main Divisions ~ 

Explanation (key words, explanation of verse) ~ Summation ~ Invitation 

c. What were the main divisions of the sermon? 

d. Did the student exalt Christ in this sermon? (None, Some, Most, All) 

e. Did the student use the expositional elements equally? (Yes, No) 

f. Did the student integrate the Gospel naturally? (Yes, No) 

g. How well did the student transition between the expositional elements?          

 

4. Summation 

a. Did the student’s summation summarize the message effectively? (Yes, No) 

b. How well did the student summarize the message?          

c. Did the student’s transition led smoothly to the invitation? (Yes, No) 

d. Summarize the summation in one brief statement: 

 

5. Invitation 

a. Was the student’s invitation clear? (Yes, No) 

b. Did the student’s invitation relate well to the message? (Yes, No) 
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6. Style and Delivery 

a. What was the most effective element(s) of the student’s delivery and style? 

- Rate of delivery          

- Volume          

- Passion of speaker          

- Eye contact          

- Gestures          

- Facial expressions          

- Posture          

- Body movement          

- Timing between elements          

- Use of time          

- Communicating with clarity          

- Overall delivery          

b. What was the weakest element(s) of the student’s delivery and style?  

- Rate of delivery          

- Volume          

- Passion of speaker          

- Eye contact          

- Gestures          

- Facial expressions          

- Posture          

- Body movement          

- Timing between elements          

- Use of time          

- Communicating with clarity          

- Overall delivery           

c. Did the student speak with authenticity and passion? (Yes, No) 

d. Were the non-verbal expressions helpful in the student’s delivery? (Yes, No) 

 

7. Personal Comments 
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SERMON EVALUATION REVIEW 

 

Name: 

Date: 

Sermon Brief Title & Text: 

 

Instructions: Please review all of the sermon evaluation forms and answer the questions below.  

Remember that part of your preaching presentation grade depends upon your analysis and summary of 

the feedback.  Please submit this review, all the sermon evaluation forms (from students), and your 

sermon brief to the professor (with a paper clip) the following class period.  Please rate your questions 

as follows:  None,  &  Some,  Most,  All.  Add the scores for each question.  The one with the 

highest total will be the answer to the question. 

 

1. Scripture Reading 

a. How many of your hearers believed you read the text with clarity? (None, Some, Most, All) 

b. How many of your hearers believed that you read the text with expression? (None, Some, Most, 

All) 

c. Evaluate yourself with regard to Scripture reading. 

 

2. Introduction 

a. How many of your hearers believed your introduction was attention getting? (None, Some, Most, 

All) 

b. How many of your hearers correctly wrote your C. I. T.? (None, Some, Most, All) 

c. How many of your hearers correctly wrote your Proposition? (None, Some, Most, All) 

d. How many of your hearers correctly wrote your Purpose? (None, Some, Most, All) 

e. How many of your hearers believed your introduction established relevancy and created 

momentum for the sermon? (None, Some, Most, All) 

f. How many of your hearers believed your introduction was too long? (Not at all, somewhat, too 

long) 

g. How many of your hearers believed your introduction transitioned well into the text? (None, 

Some, Most, All) 

h. How many of your hearers believed your introduction related well to the sermon brief? (None, 

Some, Most, All) 

i. What do you believe were your strengths/weaknesses with the introduction? 

 

3. Exposition 

a. What was your most effective expositional element(s) in this sermon, according to the hearers? 

Introduction ~ Main Divisions ~ Explanation (key words, explanation of verse) ~ Summation ~ 

Invitation 

b. What was your weakest expositional element(s) in this sermon, according to the hearers? 

Introduction ~ Main Divisions ~ Explanation (key words, explanation of verse) ~ Summation ~ 

Invitation 

c. How many of your hearers correctly identified your main divisions? (None, Some, Most, All) 

d. How did the hearers think that you exalted Christ in this sermon? (None, Some, Most, All) 

e. Did most of the hearers think you used the expositional elements equally? (Yes, No) 

f. Did most of the hearers think you integrated the Gospel naturally? (Yes, No) 
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g. How did most hearers think you did with your transitions between expositional elements? 

(None, Some, Most, All) 

h. Evaluate your exposition of the sermon (Strengths/weaknesses). 

4. Summation 

a. Did most of your hearers think the summation summarize the message effectively? (Yes, No) 

b. How did the hearers think your summation summarized the message? (None, Some, Most, All) 

c. Did most of your hearers think the transition led smoothly to the invitation? (Yes, No) 

d. Did most of your hearers think you summarized your message well? (Yes, No) 

e. Evaluate your summation (Strengths/weaknesses). 

 

5. Invitation 

a. Did most of the hearers think your invitation was clear? (Yes, No) 

b. Did most of the hearers think your invitation related well to the message? (Yes, No) 

c. Evaluate your invitation (Strengths/weaknesses). 

 

6. Style and Delivery   

a. What was the most effective element(s) of your delivery and style according to the hearers? 

(Rate of delivery, Volume, Passion of speaker, Eye contact, Gestures, Facial expressions, 

Posture, Body movement, Timing between elements, Use of time, Communicating with clarity, 

Overall delivery) 

b. What was the weakest element(s) of your delivery and style according to the hearers? (Rate of 

delivery, Volume, Passion of speaker, Eye contact, Gestures, Facial expressions, Posture, Body 

movement, Timing between elements, Use of time, Communicating with clarity, Overall 

delivery)   

c. Did most of the hearers think that you spoke with authenticity and passion? (Yes, No) 

d. Did most of the hearers think that your non-verbal expressions were helpful in your delivery? 

(Yes, No) 

 

7. Personal Comments 

(What is your evaluation of the personal comments about your sermon brief?) 

 

 

 


