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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the 

Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Purpose of Course  

The purpose of this seminar is to equip students with a theoretical and practical understanding of 

the processes and contexts involved in the Christian education of children, youth, and adults.  

 

Core Values 

The seminary has five core values. The focal core value for 2018-2019 is Doctrinal Integrity. 

This course supports the five core values of the seminary.  

 

Doctrinal Integrity – Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, we believe it, teach it, proclaim 

it, and submit to it. The doctrinal statements used in our evaluations are our Articles of Religious 

Belief and the Baptist Faith and Message Statement. 

 

Curriculum Competencies Addressed 
NOBTS faculty members realize that all ministers need to develop specific competencies if they 

are going to have an effective ministry. To increase the likelihood of NOBTS graduates having 

an effective ministry, the faculty developed a competency-based curriculum after identifying 

seven essential competencies necessary for effective ministry. All graduates are expected to have 

at least a minimum level of competency in all of the following areas:  

 

This course will emphasize the following curriculum competencies: 

1. Disciple Making: To stimulate church health through effective disciple making of 

children, youth, or adults. 

2. Interpersonal Skills: To perform pastoral care effectively, with skills in communication 

and conflict management. To support effective pastoral care of children, youth, and 

adults in their cultural context. 

3. Servant Leadership: To serve churches effectively through team ministry. To serve the 

local church by developing servant leaders. 

4. Spiritual and Character Formation: To provide moral leadership by modeling and 

mentoring Christian character and devotion. To emphasize the intentionality required to 
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engage in the process of growing in relationship with God and becoming conformed to 

Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Course Description 

The purpose of this seminar is to engage students in a comprehensive examination of biblical 

examples and historical models and contemporary theories of education. The application of 

biblical and pedagogical principles to various learning communities will be explored based on 

student research interest and focus. Students will make classroom presentations based on 

individual research and writing. (Also listed as CEAD9401, CECH9401, and CEYH940X) 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, the student will demonstrate:  

1. Understanding of theories of education. 

2. Understanding a biblical foundation for the Christian education of a specific age group 

(children, youth, or adults). 

3. Understanding of contemporary issues in children, youth, or adult educational ministry. 

4. Understanding of the essential components of Christian education of children, youth, or 

adults the local church setting. 

 

Required Readings 

All students will read all of the Foundational Texts. In addition, students must choose one of four 

emphasis for the textbook reading: General (read one text from each age group designated with 

an asterisk “*”), Children (read all three children texts), Youth (read all three youth texts), or 

Adult (read all three adult texts). 

 

Foundation Texts 

Linhart, Terry, Editor. Teaching the Next Generations: A Comprehensive Guide for Christian 

Formation. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016.  

 

Maddix, Mark A. and James Riley Estep, Jr. Practicing Christian Education: An Introduction for  

Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017.  

 

Yount, William. The Teaching Ministry of the Church, 2nd Edition. Nashville: B & H Publishing,  

2008.  

 

Children 

Magruder, Jana. Kids Ministry that Nourishes: Three Essential Nutrients of a Healthy Kids  

Ministry. Nashville: B&H Books, 2016.  

 

* Spooner, Bernard, ed. Children’s Christian Education: 12 Essentials for Effective Church 

Ministry to Children and Their Families. Coppell, TX: Christian Leadership Publishing, 

2015.            

 

Youth 

Borgman, Dean. Foundations for Youth Ministry: Theological Engagement with Teen Life 

and Culture. Grand Rapids: Baker Publishing, 2013. 
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* Clark, Chap, ed. Adoptive Youth Ministry: Integrating Emerging Generations into the family of 

Faith. Grand Rapids: Baker Publishing, 2016.  

 

Ross, Richard. Youth Ministry that Last a Lifetime. Ft. Worth: Seminary Hill Press, 2016. 

Adults 

* Knowles, Malcolm S. and Elwood F. Holton III. The Adult Learner: The Definitive Classic in  

Adult Education and Human Resource Development, 8th Edition. New York: Routledge, 

2015.  

 

Jarvis, Peter. Adult Education and Lifelong Learning: Theory and Practice. 4th ed. New York: 

 Routledge, 2010.  

 

Wlodkowski, Raymond J. Enhancing Adult Motivation to Learn: A Comprehensive Guide for  

Teaching All Adults, 4th ed. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2017.  

 

Supplemental 

Bergin, Christi C. and David Allen Bergin. Child and Adolescent Development in Your  

Classroom: Topical Approach (3rd Edition). Boston: Cengage Learning, 2018. 

 

Ormrod, Jeanne E. Educational Psychology: Developing Learners (9th Edition). Boston: Pearson  

Education, 2017.  

 

Santrock, John. Adolescence (16th Edition). New York: McGraw-Hill Education, 2016. 

 

_______. Children (13th Edition). New York: McGraw-Hill Education, 2016. 

 

_______. Life-Span Development (16th Edition). New York: McGraw-Hill Education,  

2017. 

 

Course Teaching Methodology 

Methodology 

This seminar will emphasize a format of teaching and learning including discussion, research and 

reporting, mini lecture, and visual presentations (PowerPoint, Prezi, Keynote, etc). 

 

Format 

This course meets on the main campus in four one-day meetings. 

 

Assignments and Evaluation Criteria 

1. Textbook Reading & Discussion Preparation: (20%)          

Read six textbooks and prepare five discussion questions per texts designed to foster peer 

interaction. Submit questions on discussion board prior to seminar. Each student must lead a 

discussion of a portion of one of the texts. The professor will make assignments based on 

discussion question submissions. See course schedule for reading and discussion question 

due dates.  SLO #1 and #4 
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2. Educational Development Paper: (30%)          

Write a paper describing the human development of a specific age group (children, youth, or 

adult) as it relates to Christian education. Using the required textbooks and supplemental 

textbooks, the paper will include a biblical basis for Christian education and a synthesis of 

developmental issues related to a specific age group. The paper will be 10 to 15 pages in 

length with a minimum of 6 sources (textbooks and supplemental textbooks). Paper must 

be uploaded to Blackboard before midnight on the Monday before the second seminar 

meeting. SLO #1 and #2  

 

3. Research Paper: (35%)       

Write a research paper and prepare a seminar presentation. The research topic will focus on 

one age group of the lifespan (children, youth, or adults). The paper will explore educational 

practices in the local church. Conduct research through books, academic journals, and 

interviews of children, youth, or adult ministers/workers. The research paper should be 25-30 

pages in length with a minimum of 15 resources cited. Include sections such as thesis (clear 

statement of what you seek to accomplish); literature review (inform the reader about the 

resources and ministry practices explored); research (what did you discover); implications 

(how should or could your research impact ministry practices in the local church). Research 

papers must be uploaded to Blackboard discussion before midnight on the Monday 

before third seminar meeting. SLO #2 and #3 

   

* Students must select/define a research topic no later than one week prior to first seminar 

meeting. Submit your topic to the professor via email. Paper topics will be discussed and 

refined during the first seminar meeting. 

 

4. Presentation: (15%) 

Students will be assigned a specific time during the seminar to make a presentation of their 

research findings. Also, a classmate will be assigned to conduct a peer review of the paper 

and presentation as well as lead the discussion following the class presentation. SLO #4 

 

Course Evaluation 

Textbook Reading & Discussion  20% 

Educational Development Paper 30% 

Research Paper   35% 

Presentation    15% 

 

Schedule/Assignments 

Date Session Topics 

 

Assignment Due 

Seminar 

Session 1 

The Teaching Ministry of the Church  

Teaching the Next Generations 

Practicing Christian Education 

 

Foundation Texts 

Discussion  

Questions 

 

Seminar 

Session 2 

Educational Development of Children, 

Youth, and Adults 

Age Level Text Discussion 

Questions 
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Educational Development 

Paper (due the Monday 

before second meeting) 

 

Seminar 

Session 3 

Research Presentations Research Paper & 

Presentation Group 1 

(paper due the Monday 

before third meeting) 

 

Seminar 

Session 4 

 

Research Presentations 

 

Presentation Group 2 

 

 

Course Policies 

Academic Honesty Policy: All graduate and undergraduate NOBTS students, whether on-

campus, internet, or extension center students, are expected to adhere to the highest Christian 

standard of honesty and integrity when completing academic assignments for all courses in every 

delivery system format. The Bible provides our standard for academic integrity and honesty. 

This standard applies whether a student is taking tests, quizzes, exams, writing papers, 

completing Discussion Boards, or any other course requirement. 

 

Assignment Formatting: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be created in Turabian 

8 format. All written assignments must be Word documents, written in third person, and created 

in 12 pt. Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins. PDFs will not be accepted.  

  

Assignment Submission:  All assignments are to be submitted to Blackboard by 11:59 p.m. of 

the due date unless otherwise indicated. Do not send files as attachments via email to the 

professor. For technical reasons, this mode of file transmission is extremely inefficient. 

 

Grading Scale: Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as indicated 

under the Assignments and Evaluation Criteria section of this syllabus according to the grading 

scale in the NOBTS 2013-2014 catalog. 

 

A  93-100 B  85-92 C  77-84 D  70-76 F  69 and below 

 

Late Assignments: Late assignments are not accepted in the reading colloquium. 

  

Netiquette: Appropriate Online Behavior: Each student is expected to demonstrate 

appropriate Christian behavior when working online. The student is expected to interact with 

other students in a fashion that will promote learning and respect for the opinions of others in the 

course. A spirit of Christian charity is expected at all times in the online environment. 

 

Plagiarism: A high standard of personal integrity is expected of all students.  Copying another 

person’s work, submitting downloaded material without proper references, submitting material 

without properly citing the source, submitting the same material for credit in more than one course, 
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and other such forms of dishonesty are strictly forbidden. Although anything cited in three sources 

is considered public domain, we require that all sources be cited. Any infraction will result in 

failing the course. Any infraction will be reported to the Dean of Students for further action. 
 

Recording Policy: Recordings of class, including any audio and/or video recordings, regardless 

of the media or format, and regardless of the intended or actual use, are not permitted without 

prior written permission of the professor. The class will be notified in advance should any such 

recording be approved. This policy is intended to protect the privacy of the students.  

 

Revision of the Syllabus: The course syllabus is not a legal contract. Any syllabus revision will 

be preceded by a reasonable notice to students. The standards and requirements set forth in this 

syllabus may be modified at any time by the professor. Notice of such changes will be by 

announcement in class or by email notice. 

 

Withdrawal from the Course: The administration has set deadlines for withdrawal. These dates 

and times are published in the academic calendar. Administration procedures must be followed. 

You are responsible to handle withdrawal requirements. A professor can’t issue a withdrawal. 

You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade of "F" in the 

course if you choose not to attend once you are enrolled. 

 

Additional Information 
Blackboard and SelfServe Information: You are responsible for maintaining current 

information regarding contact information on Blackboard and SelfServe. The professor will 

utilize both to communicate with the class. Blackboard and SelfServe do not share information 

so you must update each. Assignment grades will be posted to Blackboard.   

 

Correspondence with the Professor: Every effort is made to respond to emails and phone calls 

within 24-48 hours, excluding weekends. Please feel free to contact the professor(s) with any 

question you may have regarding this course.  

 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”: This is the official NOBTS Writing Center 

online help site for writing academic papers and essays. 

http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html You will discover writing guides, tips, and valuable 

information to help you become a better writer. Go here for Turabian and APA style helps and 

guidelines. You will also find language fonts for Greek and Hebrew. 

 

Hurricane/Severe Weather Evacuation: In the event of a hurricane or other emergency, go to 

the seminary web site for information: www.nobts.edu. See Blackboard for any announcements 

that may be posted. You should ensure your email address is updated on Blackboard.  

For up-to-date weather information stay tuned to:  

• WBSN FM-89.1 

• WWL Channel 4 

• WWL AM-870 

• www.nobts.edu  

Mandatory Evacuation: Hurricane season lasts from June 1 to November 30. If the Mayor or the 

President of NOBTS recommends that you leave the city, then do so. If a mandatory evacuation 
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is called everyone except emergency personnel must leave. Staying on campus is not an option. 

See the Student Handbook for further information regarding hurricane preparedness, evacuation, 

and shelter. 

 

NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging Service: Once you have established a SelfServe account 

you may sign up for the NOBTS emergency text messaging service by going to 

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html . 

 

Office Hours: Office hours in the summer are sporadic. Please contact the professor via email.  

 

Special Needs: If you need an accommodation for any type of disability, please set up a time to 

meet with the professor(s) to discuss any modifications you may need that are able to be 

provided. 

 

Student Services 
This is a partial list of NOBTS student services available to all students, no matter your delivery system 

or location.  If you have questions or do not see what you need here, please refer to 

www.nobts.edu/studentservices, email us at studentservices@nobts.edu, or call the Dean of Students 

office at 800-662-8701, ext. 3283. We are glad to assist you! 

 

Need Email Phone Web Page 
Advising – 

Graduate Program 
studentservices@nobts.edu 

504.282.4455 

x3312 

www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html 

#advising  

Advising – 

Undergraduate 

Program 

 
lcadminasst@nobts.edu 

504.816.8590 www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege  

Church Minister 

Relations 

(for ministry jobs) 

cmr@nobts.edu 
504.282.4455 

x3291 
www.nobts.edu/CMR 

Financial Aid financialaid@nobts.edu 
504.282.4455 

x3348 
www.nobts.edu/financialaid 

PREP 

(help to avoid 

student debt) 

Prepassistant1@nobts.edu 504.816.8091 www.nobts.edu/prep  

Gatekeeper 

NOBTS news 
pr@nobts.edu 504.816.8003 nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com 

Information 

Technology Center 
itcsupport@nobts.edu 504.816.8180 selfserve.nobts.edu 

Help with 

Blackboard 

blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.e

du 
504.816.8180 nobts.blackboard.com 

Library 
library@nobts.edu 

 
504.816.8018 www.nobts.edu/Library 

Online library 

resources 
library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 

http://www.nobts.edu/research-

links/default.html 
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For additional library resources in your state, check http://www.nobts.edu/library/interlibrary-loan.html 

• GALILEO for Georgia students 

• LALINC for Louisiana students 

• Florida Virtual Library (http://www.flelibrary.org/) for Florida students 
• Interact with us online at – 
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