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Mission Statement 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with 

Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission. 

 

Course Description 
Attention is given to the selection of texts and the preparation of sermons to meet the needs of 

the contemporary church family. Topics studied will include how to integrate congregational 

profiling and biblical exposition with the role of the Holy Spirit in sermon planning and 

development as an effective means of extending the ministry of the pastor through pastoral 

preaching. A planned preaching program will be devised. Prerequisites: PREA5300 Proclaiming 

the Bible and PATH5331 Pastoral Ministry. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, the student should: 

1. Be acquainted with principles, methodologies, and resources regarding pastoral preaching; 

2. Know how to develop sermons and sermon series on books and theological themes of the 

Bible; 

3. Gain personal insights concerning preaching to particular needs of various congregations 

today; 

4. Learn how to relate pastoral preaching to the diverse ministries, relationships, and role of the 

pastor; 

5. Understand the function of the Holy Spirit in pastoral preaching. 

6. Formulate a planned program of preaching in a local church setting. 

 

Methodology  

1. Lectures and other methods will be utilized to teach the principles and methodologies of 

pastoral preaching, as well as to present various resources available. 

2. Writing assignments will be required to facilitate experiential learning regarding the course 

content and student learning outcomes.  

3. Class and small-group discussions will be used to stimulate personal insights about pastoral 

preaching. 



4. Resource comparisons will be used to promote personal insights concerning pastoral 

preaching. 

5. Conferences with the instructors will be invited, in order to promote learning and application 

of course principles and concepts, and may be accomplished via telephone, e-mail, or office 

visits. 
 

NOLA2U Flex Guidelines 

If you are taking this course as a NOLA2U Flex student, please note the following attendance 

policies: 
 

1. You are required to be in class either through viewing the lectures live or viewing the 

recorded lectures on Blackboard. When you view the recorded lecture, you will be 

considered present for that class. Regardless of if you watch the class live or recorded, 

you are only allowed to miss the amount of class time specified in the NOBTS attendance 

policy as stated in the graduate catalog.   (See page 184 in the graduate catalog: 

https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf ). 

2. You will be asked to certify that you have been present for the live session or have 

viewed the recorded session. This certification will be done through [assignment by 

professor] after having watched the class live or viewing the recorded session. 

3. All video lectures are available for 7 days after the video is posted. If you are unable to 

view the video within that time frame, you will be considered absent for that class 

session. 

4. Technical issues will not be considered as a valid reason for missing lectures. 
 

Textbooks (Required) 

The following textbooks are required for doing the assignments of this course: 

Cothen, Joe H. The Pulpit Is Waiting: A Guide for Pastoral Preaching. Gretna: Pelican, 1998. 

Rummage, Stephen N. Planning Your Preaching. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2002. 
 

Course Requirements   
A. Students enrolled in PREA6306 are required to do the following: 

 

 1. Prepare a 3-4 page (single-spaced) Theology and Philosophy of Pastoral Preaching 

paper, listing biblical references which inform the theology stated and giving a definition of 

pastoral preaching in the philosophy described. 
 

 2. Submit a 4-5 page (single-spaced) annotated analysis of the required course 

textbooks by Cothen and Rummage, and of eight books from the syllabus bibliography of the 

student’s choice. Format: this one single-spaced analysis must give a correct bibliographical 

listing of each of the ten books with their associated annotations, which answer the following 

questions: 

 a. What is a 2-3 paragraph summary of the book? 

 b. What is one (or more) helpful feature(s) of the book for pastoral preaching? 

 c. What is one difficulty, deficiency, or limitation in using the book for pastoral 

preaching? 

3. Book Critique and class presentation.   

 Prepare a 3-4 page (single-spaced) Book Critique for a book assignemd by the 

professor. Each student will be assigned a different specific book for analysis and 

presentation. The Critique will follow the example provided. From this critique, 

prepare a class presentation of the book. This will be live or video delivered in a TBD 

class session.  The presentation is to include a media component and handout. 
 

https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/academics/GraduateCatalog.pdf


 4. Prepare a personal Pastoral Preaching Plan consisting of the following:] 

  a. A two-page (or less) preaching plan outline listing a sermon title and 

Scripture text: for each week in Jan-March 2023 quarter (based on the biblical books of Exodus 

or Gospel of Mark); for each week in an  April-June 2023 quarter (based on a biblical theme or a 

selection of biblical characters); and for each week in a July--September 2023 quarter (based on 

the theme of prayer or the Sermon on the Mount or the seven churches of the Revelation, 

Revelation 2-3). Format: sermon titles must be in headline capitalization style and set within 

quotation marks (followed by the related text reference in parentheses)–example: “The Meaning 

of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:1-6); 

  b. A 3-4 page Bible book sermon series study plan for the Jan-March series 

with: a page summary giving information on the biblical book’s author, recipients, historical 

background, theme, and outline (by chapters); and a listing of five study resources to be used in 

sermon preparation (a general commentary, an individual biblical book commentary, a book of 

sermons, and two other study/sermon preparation aids).      

  c. A 3-4 page biblical theme or biblical characters sermon series study plan for 

the April-June series in your preaching plan outline, as follows: for a biblical theme series—a 

statement of the biblical theme, a statement of five key doctrines related to the theme, a brief 

explanation of how each doctrine relates to the theme, a listing of five study resources to be used 

in sermon preparation; for a biblical characters series—the title of the biblical character sermon 

series, a brief description of each character, and a listing of five study resources to be used in 

sermon preparation.  

  d. Nine sermon briefs (in accordance with the sermon brief form attached 

herein) based on your preaching plan outline assignment, as follows: three briefs from sermons 

in the January-March quarter, three briefs from sermons in the April-June quarter, and three 

briefs from the Wednesday evening devotionals. Each sermon brief must be submitted with a 

completed sermon study notes form (in accordance with the sermon study notes form attached 

herein). 
 

B. Students taking PREA6206 are required to do the same assignments with the 

exception of the following: 

1. Assignment #3 – No class presentation required. 

2. Assignment #4d – Three (not nine) sermon briefs (one per quarter) required. 
  

Grading and Attendance 

All course objectives will be evaluated through the grading of the assignments.  Student 

participation and behavior in class and small-group discussions will also be factors in evaluation 

and grading. 
 

 The student's final grade will be determined as follows:    Due 

 1. Theology/Philosophy Paper  20% (6206 section – 30%)  Feb 10 

 2. Annotated Analysis    20% (6206 section – 30%)  Mar 10 

 3. Selected Book Review and Presentation 20% (6206 section – exempt) TBD 

 4. Pastoral Preaching Plan   40%     May 3 

 

Technical Assistance 
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites: 

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, 

etc.) 



2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

NOBTS Blackboard Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com. 

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests. 

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this 

website. 
 

Writing Style Guide 

A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the course Blackboard shell, or can 

be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary website at: 

https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf 
  

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff” 

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. 

Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better 

writer. 
 

Plagiarism on Written Assignments 

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in 

expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and 

policies associated with plagiarism. 
 

Policies 

Academic Honesty Policy: All graduate and undergraduate NOBTS students, whether on-

campus, internet, or extension center students, are expected to adhere to the highest Christian 

standard of honesty and integrity when completing academic assignments for all courses in every 

delivery system format. The Bible provides our standard for academic integrity and honesty. 

This standard applies whether a student is taking tests, quizzes, exams, writing papers, 

completing Discussion Boards, or any other course requirement. 
 

Assignment Formatting: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to follow the 

NOBTS/Leavell College Style Guide (see course syllabus pg. 7). The latest edition of the 

Turabian Manual may be consulted for any issues not addressed in the Style Guide. All written 

assignments must be Word documents, written in third person unless otherwise instructed, and 

created in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. 
 

Grading Scale: Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as indicated 

under the Assignments and Evaluation Criteria section of this syllabus according to the grading 

scale in the NOBTS online catalog. 
 

A  93-100 B  85-92 C  77-84 D  70-76 F  69 and below  
 

Absences, Make-up Work, and Late Assignments: Students should consult the current 

NOBTS Catalogue for the Seminary policy on class absences. When emergencies exist, the 

student may petition the Academic Advisor for permission to remain in class with excessive 

absences. Students also are reminded that being tardy to class can result in absences being 

recorded (three times tardy will be recorded as one class period absence) and that students, not 

the professor, are responsible for having their presence in class recorded on the class roll when 

they are tardy in attendance. 
 

Assignments turned in past the date and time due will incur an initial late penalty of ten points 

followed by an additional point each day it is late, which will be deducted from the assignment 

grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than one week past the date due without 

permission 

https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf


Netiquette: Appropriate Online Behavior: Each student is expected to demonstrate 

appropriate Christian behavior when working online. The student is expected to interact with 

other students in a fashion that will promote learning and respect for the opinions of others in the 

course. A spirit of Christian charity is expected at all times in the online environment. 

 

Disclaimer 
Flexibility is a critical attitude to ministry faithfulness. Therefore, students will be expected to 

keep a good attitude when things change. This syllabus proposes a course of study for a given 

time period. However, occasionally things change. The professors reserve the right to adjust the 

syllabus when they reasonably think that doing so will enhance the learning experience of the 

students. 

 

Withdrawal from the Course: The administration has set deadlines for withdrawal. These dates 

and times are published in the academic calendar. Administration procedures must be followed. 

You are responsible to handle withdrawal requirements. A professor can’t issue a withdrawal. 

You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade of "F" in the 

course if you choose not to attend once you are enrolled. 

 

Additional Information  

Blackboard and SelfServe: You are responsible for maintaining current information regarding 

contact information on Blackboard and SelfServe. The professor will utilize both to 

communicate with the class. Assignment grades will be posted to Blackboard. 

 

In Case of a Declared Campus Evacuation 
Students are to check the NOBTS electronic Blackboard at www.nobts.edu within four days of 

evacuation. 

 

NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging Service: Once you have established a SelfServe account 

you may sign up for the NOBTS emergency text messaging service by going to 

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html . 

 

Special Needs: If you need an accommodation for any type of disability, please set up a time to 

meet with the professor(s) to discuss any modifications you may need that are able to be 

provided. 
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Sermon Brief1 
“The Ultimate Paradigm Shift” 

Psalm 42:1-5 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
When the wind of God is blowing, our experience is both exciting and refreshing.  But when the 
wind of God is blowing somewhere else, our experience is both frustrating and taxing!  (TEXT) 
Look at the heart-cry of the Psalmist in Psalm 42:1 who found himself out in the middle of the 
Jordan plain somewhere unable to get to that fresh encounter with God in the temple over in 
Jerusalem. (READ THE TEXT).  (TITLE) I want to talk to you today about “The Ultimate 
Paradigm Shift,” a shift that the Psalmist made from a “woe is me” mentality to a healthy 
anticipation of a fresh experience with God.  (C.I.T.) Exhausted from fleeing from his enemies, 
the Psalmist was craving for the presence of God.  (PROPOSITION) God's people also must 
embrace and nurture a craving for a fresh experience of God’s presence. (PURPOSE) You and 
I need to make the same shift today.  We need this new paradigm that enables us to embrace 
and nurture a longing for a fresh touch of the wind of God.  (PRAY) 
 
Joel Barker, in his popular book Future Edge, defines the trendy concept of "paradigm" as "a set 
of rules and regulations that does two things: (1) it establishes or defines boundaries; and (2) it 
tells you how to behave inside the boundaries in order to be successful." 
 
Now it's obvious that whether you use the term or not, the concept is real.  We create 
boundaries and behave within those boundaries according to certain standards.  Whether it's 
the coaches way to hit the ball, mom's way to clean the kitchen, or dad's way shine his shoes, 
all of us have ways of doing things that we think are right and produce the best results. 
 
While many of our paradigms help us to get things done, some of our paradigms keep us from 
doing or experiencing certain things.  For example, consider the idea of "spiritual awakening" or 
"revival."  It seems that many Christians in our day operate under the assumption that a fresh 
experience of the presence of God in our society, our church, our individual lives is no longer a 
possibility.  Things have gotten too bad.  Society has digressed past the point of no return.  
Governments are corrupt.  The church is weak.  Ministers are suspect.  Consequently, many 
believers operate within that framework with absolutely no expectancy, no anticipation, no hope, 
and most tragically no effort toward real, fresh revival. 
 
That attitude, my friend, speaks of a paradigm that is too narrow and one that stands in 
desperate need of shifting.  Here are some rules for a new paradigm that, at least, will put us in 
a position to see another great movement of God in our individual lives, in our church, in our 
society when He gets ready to give it. 
 
EXPOSITION 
 
RULE #1: ACQUIRE AN APPETITE   (v. 1) 
 
(Explanation) The Psalmist was thirsty for the presence of God in the temple experience, so 
thirsty that the only parallel he could make was that of a hot, tired deer looking for one of those 
perennial watercourses which never dried out.  He was running from his enemies -- from people 
that didn't like him -- from people that wanted to see him defeated.  The Bible tells us to run 
from every appearance of evil and immature Christian conduct.  That translates into getting cozy 
with the world.  Getting too cozy with this world is the big wall between me and revival.  And the 
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cozier I get, the more I get comfortable with the things of the world, the less I long for God to 
intervene in a fresh way.  (Illustrate with morning jog and cool-down) This new paradigm says 
that you and I need to acquire an appetite for revival.  The only way we're going to do that is to 
get on the run and keep ourselves separate from the world.  Acquire an appetite. 
 
RULE #2: ACCEPT NO ALTERNATIVES   (v. 2) 
 
The psalmist was more than impatient with the object of his desperation.  He wanted to know 
how long it would be before he got this fresh drink of God.  In some other translations, this 
phrase “come and appear before God” reads "behold the face of God."  "To see the face of 
God" was a technical term for the visiting of the sanctuary or the house of God.  He was not 
satisfied with an false gods.  He would not settle for any substitutes for the “living God.” 
 
RULE #3: AGONIZE OVER THE ABSENCE   (v. 3) 
 
This sarcastic question is frequently found on the lips of the enemies of God's people (cf. 79:10; 
115:2; Joel 2:17; Micah 7:10).  In light of the Psalmist's distress, the expected answer was that 
his God was to be found nowhere.  God was absent!  And the psalmist is unable to say a word 
that will silence his taunters or satisfy his own sinking heart.  The most painful thing about his 
experience was not the threat of his own life, but it was the taunts of his enemies.  Sometimes 
the world is skeptical about the claims we make regarding God because they don’t see the 
healing, power, unity, and other things that we profess.  They want to know, “Where is your 
God?” 
 
RULE #4: ASK FOR ANOTHER (v. 4) 
 
Do you know what the tragedy of this verse is?  It's all clothed in the past tense: "remember;" 
"used to go;" "went;" "kept."  The psalmist remembers the days-gone-by when he experienced 
the fresh presence of God with his fellow-worshipers in the temple.  This is spiritual 
nostalgia--homesickness for the past.  But his recollection of the past caused him to cry out to 
God .  He poured out his soul, asking God for an encore, asking Him to do it one more time. 
 
RULE #5: ANTICIPATE THE ANSWER   (v. 5) 
 
The Psalmist almost rebukes himself for his agony: 'Why on earth am I despairing!'  The phrase 
means 'bowed down like a mourner' (cf. 35:14).  In dryness, in desperation, in despondence, 
and even in nostalgia, the longing child of God could not afford to lose hope.  His shift from 
crying “woe is me” ultimately culminated in confessing “faithful is God.”  At this point the 
psalmist is reminded that God will be faithful to let him see His face again. 
 
SUMMATION 
 
Joel Barker makes another assertion which, in my mind, is more interesting and more 
challenging than the first.  He calls it the "paradigm shift question."  It goes something like this: 
What is impossible to do in your field today that, if it were possible, would fundamentally change 
the field?  He suggests that this question is asked by people who change paradigms because 
the word "impossible" takes them outside their boundaries and the word "fundamentally" 
suggests that it will result in no small change.  It's the question that's been asked by people like 
the Wright brothers, Chester Carleson, Ed Deming, and Bill Gates. 
 
Beloved, that paradigm shift question must be asked of us today: What is it in the world today 
that seems impossible, but if it were possible, would fundamentally change our society?  The 
ultimate answer to that question is this: a fresh, powerful movement of God!  (PROPOSITION) 



And God is looking for some people to shift the paradigm by embracing and nurturing a craving 
for a fresh experience of God’s presence.  Will you make that shift today? 
 
RESPONSE (INVITATION) 
 
Here is my call to every person within the sound of my voice.  Will you commit yourself to help 
shift this paradigm by acquiring an appetite for revival, accepting no alternatives, agonizing over 
its absence, asking God for an encore performance, and anticipating His answer to our prayer?  
If so, would you just stand up right where you are as an indication of your commitment.  Thank 
you, please be seated.  Now, there may be someone else here this morning who can't make 
that commitment simply because you know deep in your heart that you don't know God at all.  
Thanks for being honest.  I want to give you an opportunity to experience God in a fresh way 
today.  In just a moment I'm going to pray.  After I pray we're all going to continue in a spirit of 
prayer in our seats.  Our worship team is going to sing a song called "As the Deer Pants."  If you 
are here this morning and would like to know how you can experience God in a fresh way, 
here's what I want you to do.  As soon as this team begins singing, I want you to get up from 
where you are, slip out into the closest aisle to you, and walk down here to the front.  You will be 
met by a member of our pastoral team.  He's not going to ask you any theological questions or 
ask you to quote any scripture.  He's not going to embarass you in any way.  He's simply going 
to pray with you and then introduce you to someone who wants to tell you about Jesus Christ.  
So after I pray, you come without hesitating a moment.  Let's pray. (Prayer)  Now, you come 
right now as these folks sing. 


