
 

 

Mentoring in Discipleship Ministry CMEN  Page 1 

     CMEN6600 Mentoring in Discipleship Ministry 

        New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

        Discipleship and Ministry Leadership Division 

               Spring 2023 
 

 

Jody Dean, PhD 

Associate Professor for Christian Education 

Director for Mentoring in Discipleship and Ministry Leadership 

Senior Regional Associate Dean for Extension Centers 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

LSC 231A 

3939 Gentilly Blvd.    

New Orleans, LA 70126   

(504) 816-8277 

jdean@nobts.edu 

 Mission Statement 

 New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk 

with Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission. 

  

 Purpose of the Course  

 The purpose of this course is to provide the student a Christian education mentoring experience in 

a local church.  

 Curriculum Competencies Addressed 

This course will address the following curriculum competencies:  

1. Effective servant leadership: Students will practice servant leadership in the context of a local 

church.  

2. Interpersonal relationships: Effective and efficient ministry communication will be exercised 

through the mentoring experience. 

3. Disciplemaking: Students will engage in a discipleship ministry in a local church context.  

4. Spiritual and character formation: Students will engage in an accountable mentoring relationship  

focused on their spiritual practice and ministry practice. 

 Course Description 

Mentees will engage in a mentorship in one of the following Christian education ministry areas 

in a local church under the supervision of an approved mentor: administration, adult ministry, 

children’s ministry, collegiate ministry, discipleship, youth ministry. The mentee cohort will 

participate in online learning units as determined by the professor. Students may enroll in this 

course twice.   
 

Student Learning Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this course, you should be able to:  

1. Comprehend the role of Christian education in the local church. 
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2. Display an attitude that leads to successful Christian education ministry. 

3. Develop appropriate discipleship experiences in a local church.   

 Required Readings 

Required Texts: 

Bonhoeffer, Deitrich. The Cost of Discipleship. New York: Macmillan, 1959. 

 

Dean, Jody and Hal Stewart. Together We Equip. Bloomington, IN: Westbow Press, 2018. 

 

Morgan, Tony. The Unstuck Church. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2017. 

 

 

Additional Readings 

You will read 1,000 pages in the selected area of mentorship from the Selected Bibliography. 

The on-site mentor will suggest one book. If the suggested book is not on the Selected 

Bibliography you will need to consult the professor. 

 Course Assignments 

1. Mentorship Hours Logged Serving in Ministry (20%) Due: Each week for a total of 90 hours at the 

conclusion of the semester. 

Final Due Date for hours completed: Due: 5/5/23 

You will engage in a mentoring relationship at a local church under the supervision of an 

approved mentor for a minimum of 90 hours for the semester. Mentorship hours may not include 

worship, Bible study, and age-group weekly meetings. This assignment is related to SLO #1, #2, 

#3. 

 

2. Culture of Mentoring (20%) Due: 4/14/23 

You will develop a research paper 8-10 pages double spaced. The paper should be written in third 

person but for the local church or ministry in which you are serving. The focus should be on how 

to develop a mentoring ministry culture in the local church. You should include: 

● Rationale 

● Resources 

● Culture implications for discipleship  

● Tenants for equipping that should be considered  

● Historical approaches should be researched for making disciples (Biblical foundation 

through present day) 

● Types or Methods that create culture of mentoring in the church 

● Validation/Conclusion for your approach for discipleship 

If you take this course more than once you will consult with the professor on how your 

assignment will be further improved for the discipleship culture you are creating in the 

local church.  
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You will submit the assignment on the due date to Canvas. This assignment is related to 

SLO # 3.  

 
3. Weekly Course Meetings With Your Mentor (25%) Due: Each week by Friday at Noon, CST. 

a. You will meet with your mentor each week for a minimum of one hour to discuss 

personal and ministry progress.  

b. A Ministry Supervision Weekly Report will be completed by you for each week by 

the following Monday. The completed report will be submitted and uploaded 

through Canvas. This assignment is related to SLO #1 and #2. 
4. Book Critiques – 10% (5 % each) Due: 3/17/23 

You will write a 2-page double-spaced critique for each required text. The critique should begin 

with a summary of the Christian education principles or strategies presented in the text. Strengths 

and weakness should then be presented for the local church context for implementing the ideas 

gleaned that would be beneficial to mentees context for ministry. The critique should conclude 

with implications for the mentee and Christian Education that reaches and makes disciples and 

how the theories or practices presented contribute to carrying out the Great Commission and 

Commandment. This assignment is related to SLO #1 and #2.  

5. Annotated Bibliography of Additional Reading (15%) Due: 4/28/23 

You will write an annotated bibliography of the 1,000 pages of additional reading. Each 

annotation should contain a bibliographic entry and one paragraph of summary. This assignment 

is related to SLO #1.  

6. Reflection Paper (10%) Due: 5/5/23 

You will write a 3 page paper following How to Write a Reflection Paper that is posted in 

Canvas.  This paper should be a culmination of your mentorship experience and the incorporation 

of the previous assignments that reveal your ability to lead Discipleship Ministry in the local 

church. This assignment is related to SLO#2.  

 

Course Methodology 

This course will emphasize a hands-on learning experience for the student to be mentored in 

Christian Education. The experience will have on-line course content and lecture delivery, and 

discussion with fellow mentees via Canvas. In addition the student will have required reading as 

well as personal and professional assessment, and an opportunity for reflection and analysis of 

the mentoring experience. 

 

Course Schedule 

 
Week/Date Topic Action Mentor Overview 

Week 1 What is Discipleship? Organization with Mentor 

(complete mentoring course 

verifications/forms with 

mentoring office 

Your definition for 

discipleship with your 

mentor 

Week 2 The Call to Discipleship Chapter 2 (Bonhoeffer) Discuss this chapter about 

call people to be discipled. 

Week 3 Single-Minded 

Obedience 

Chapter 3 (Bonhoeffer) Discuss how we can nurture 

single-minded obedience 
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with disciples today. 

Week 4 Who am I discipling? Corporate or in a close knit 

small group if less than 12? 

How do you do both a 

corporate and small group as 

a minister? 

Week 5 How do I begin 

entrusting into another? 

Consider your journey and 

who has entrusted these things 

into you? 

Discuss the impact of 

entrusting into others. 

Week 6 What are the essentials? Describe some ways that you 

can incorporate spiritual 

formation into your process? 

Discuss how you develop a 

process and not a program 

for spiritual formation. 

Week 7 Which elements are a 

priority for you? 

In the book Together We 

Equip we give you the first 7 

chapters of essential 

considerations for discipleship 

in the church. 

Discuss the 7 essentials in 

Together We Equip, 

describing what your 

essential elements would be. 

Week 8  Spring Break  

Week 9 What process is needed? Chapter 5 of The Unstuck 

Church 

Discuss the concept of a 

path instead of a program for 

discipleship. 

Week 10 Children and Students Outline a plan for minors Discuss the need to consider 

all ages in your pathway 

toward reproducing 

disciples. 

Week 11 Allocating the Needed 

Resources 

Determine your needed 

resources. 

Discuss your plan for 

allocating the need 

volunteers time, finances, 

and facilities toward 

discipleship. 

Week 12 Discovering Ministry 

Alignment 

Consider how every ministry 

aligns in your church toward 

making disciples. 

Discuss your ministry 

alignment with strengths and 

weaknesses. 

Week 13 Leading people to make 

disciples 

People need to be led toward 

the objectives.  

Discuss leading men and 

women of various ages in 

the church and any 

challenges that can hinder 

discipleship. 

Week 14 Navigating obstacles Forecasting the challenges that 

may arise.  

Discuss how to navigate 

challenges to be sure the 

path toward discipleship is 

not lost.  

Week 15 Course Conclusion Document wrap up Thank your mentor. 

Week 16 Finals Finals Week No mentor meeting or final 

for this course 

Course Policies 

Attendance Policy –  

Online and Mentoring Classes: Students are expected to engage regularly with course 

content through the learning management system and other course delivery methods. 

Students who fail to participate consistently in course activities may receive a grade of “F” 
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for the course. 

 

Technical Assistance 

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites: 

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the 

Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript, 

etc.) 

2. Canvas.NOBTS.com Click on the “Help” button for technical questions/support requests 

regarding the NOBTS Canvas System. You can also email questions to 

Canvas@nobts.edu. 

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests. 

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this 

website. 

 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff” 

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. 

Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better 

writer. A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the course Canvas shell, or 

can be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary website at: 

https://www.nobts.edu/_resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf  

 

Plagiarism on Written Assignments 

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in 

expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and 

policies associated with plagiarism. 
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